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Wilson's Labor Record 
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By LUCIEN SAINT 

(Our Washington Letter) 

.. ON has been the small business man's president, 
second half of his term he shewed a- striking ten- 
i'. .mething of a big'business mart's president. But 
. v rever he has thrown his allegiance, Jt is per- 
us . lieen a workingman?s president. The reasons, 
r .jr, a: short and simply. He*e they are: 
Of the bills sigr-d bv -V iis^n which have any claim to he labor ^meas- 
ures, but one is of real iir>'iorti«.;ice. This is the Seaman's Bitt,;too well known 
to the world of labor to need comment here. Wilson/s share in its passage 
was practically nil. He s=!.;,ned it when it was laid before him. He waited 
till nearly the last minute to ^ign iv, and while it was in danger- of failing 
he did not raise a finger to h«:'o. 

*-*•*.»••■ i 

The other measure is the so-called "labor exemption'"" clause in one of j 
the trust bills. This clause is equivocal in language and will- eventually i 
have to-be denned by the federal courts. It seems, however, to exempt 
labor from prosecution under the Sherman anti-trust act. It is not in the 
original language proposed by the American Federation of Labor, and Wilson- 
is on record as saying that labor probably could be: prosecuted under it. 
Probably labor will, but meanwhile the politicians who are trying to make 
Wilson appear to be the one and only ffrend of labor are using this to gain 
votes for him. . 

Thanks to the lack of sympathy for labor on the part of Wilson, the 
following measures failed: 

The child labor bill. 

The convict labor bill. 

The workmen's compensation bill. 

The women's eight- hour bill. 

The gunman bill. 

* * 4> * 

At this writing it appears more than 'probable that the radical recom- 
mendations of the Industrial Relations Commission will be ignored by Wil- 
son and his congress. 

The one constructive ameliorative labor project of the Wilson .adminis- 
tration has been the development of a system of national employment ex- 
changes. Credit for this task should be given to Assistant Secretary (if 
Labor Post. The department of labor has .publicly stated that this system 
will not solve the problem of unemployment, and that in times of indus- 
trial depression the evil will continue unabated. It will merely "take up 
the slack" and connect the manless job with the jobless man. It will not 
find work for men when there -is no work to be found. 

No account of Wilson's labor record would be. complete without men- 
tion of the so-called "model" workmen's homes to be erected in Washington, 
D. C, in memory of the president's late wife. The idea is to afford a 
chance to philanthropists to be philanthropic without losing money. The 
block of houses to be erected will rent for current prices. There will be a 
community library, a playground, a social worker to help the mothers and 
children and collect the rents, -and the return -on the capital invested by 
the„ philanthropists will be nine and one-half per cent. To this scheme 
Wilson has lent his name and sanction. 



ing. the ranks. , It is growing. The 
motto is: Organize for 1916! 

There has not been a. year within 
a decade when there was so—much^ 
joy in the work as there is* in this 
"off year." Old-timers who: thought 
that they had earned a rest are. back 
in harness, fighting with the fire of 
their early youth. Debs is here for 
a great Revival Week that , is stir- 
ring the comrades to a frenzy of de- 
motion. The cry is: SOCIALISM 
FIRST! 

And the wonderful Socialist suf- 
frage organizations, under Theresa 
MalkieU Tracy Mygatt and Fannie 
Witherspoon, are about town crying 
"Votes for Women Against Capital- 
ism! Votes for Women Against War! 
Votes for Women for Socialism!" • 
And thousands of willing- workers 
cry— PRESENT! 



PUSH PHILOSOPHY 

By Lincoln Phifer 



it was private as against grmeral 
interest that corked the Mediterranean 
at Gilbi altar. 



ILLINOIS LABOR INDORSES 
FIGHT OF CHICAGO TEACHERS 
Six hundred delegates attending 
the Illinois Federation of Labor con- 
vention, after addresses by Margaret 
Haley, representing the Chicago 
teachers, and Robert C. Moore, sec- 
retary of the Illinois State Teachers' 
Association, decided to work for elect- 
ed boards of education, to organize 



est that bottled Europe to commerce 
at the English channel 



The Shame of 
New Jersey 

By JOHN M. WORK 



It was private as against general in- 
terest that shuts Russia in a frozen 
sea .so that ber people cannot de- 
velop. 

it is priyate.ag against general in- 
terest that makes the little nations 
like the little -businesses,, subject to 
the will of tbe,great powers. 



private interest in profit and power 
must be abolished in the interest of 
the general development of civiliza- 
tion and the world, or else the world 
must retrograde. 



Every Vote for the Socialist 
Party helps push World ahead 



0 



DEBS AND 5,000 SOCIALISTS 
IN N. Y. SUFFRAGE PARADE 



(By Wire to American Socialist) 
Greatest suffrage parade ever 
held in America took place Satur- 
day, up Eighth avenue. Sixty thou- 
sand in line. Hundreds of thou- 
sands cheered march. Five thou- 
sand in Socialist section, with Debs 
at head, wildly cheered all along 
the line. Entire city enthusiastic. 
Made thousands of votes for suf- 
frage. Passage of amendment al- 
most certain. 
WILLIAM M. FEIGENBAUM. 



Expect Socialist Victories In 
New York Campaign Now On 

NOTE. — There mfty be surprises 'galore for Socialises after the votes are count- 
ed in-*inany States and cities next month. Altho it is an "off year," Socialists have 
been especially active in many stirring campaigns. We hope to have some good news 
to offer our readers when the returns come in. Here is' an article by William Mor- 
ris Fejgenbaum, telling about ihe campaign how on in New York City. All Social- 
ist -secretaries are urged to send all news of election ,r«»itlt»- Astwiefcff Social-- 
*i&,'rm«-Vte^lfava^r^iSXr4i£; Chic«go>»s soon as possible after the votes have been 
counted. If there is no election in your town, get busy and "Organize for 1916." 

By William Morris Feigenbaum. 

THE wind-up of the campaign in New York is about the hottest thing 
that this old politics-soaked village has ever seen. The Socialists have 
set a pace so swift that tho old line politicians are wondering what 
the words "off year" mean. And if election day does not show a number of 
striking Socialist victories, there is nothing in the "dope." 

This year is an "off year." Every four years there is an election that 
elects a few assorted judges, some sheriffs, a couple of coroners, and a county 
register in each of the five counties that make up this city. Also, there is 
•>an election for a new board of aldermen, and an assembly. But that is all. 
In the even numbered years there is the gubernatorial election, every alter- 
nate one is also the presidential election. Every four years we elect a mayor; 
and on the fourth year, in 1907, 1911, 
1915, and so on, there is nothing but 
the few fat, but unimportant, county 
offices. 

But the registration is 667,000. That 
is a registration that has never been 
beard of, even in a mayoralty election. 
There are four reasons for that. One 
is the tremendous interest in the suf- 
frage amendment. The second is the 
great interest aroused in the new con- 
stitution that the workers are trying 
hard to defeat. And the other two 
reasons are the tremendous fight that 
the Socialists are putting up, and the 
almost certainty of the election of \a 
number of Socialists this fa\l. 
Jersey Defeat Brings Courage. 

Of the fight for suffrage, nothing 
reed be said in addition to the arti- 
cle in the special number of The 
American Socialist. The defeat in 
Jersey has only encouraged the suf- 
fragists and Socialists to greater ef- 
forts; the fact that the first time the 
question was put to the voters in an. 
eastern State, in spite of the passion- 
ate opposition of both political ma- 
chines, in spite of bigotry and lies, 42 
per cent of the total vote was cast 
for suffrage. In New York the chances 
of success improve hourly as the peo- 
ple realize what corrupt influence con- 
spired to defeat it in New Jersey. 

The election of Meyer London to 
congress has spurred the comrades 
in his district to great activity, prin- 
cipally the most needed of all — or- 
ganization. From their headquarters- 
in the beautiful Forward building, the 
campaign manager, Abe Zucker, is 
, hammering out y a campaign that is 
ourning up the great east side. The 
Twelfth congressional district con- 
tains four assembly districts* which 
are also aldermanic districts. In two 
of these, London secured a clear ma- 
jority of all votes cast. The new bal- 
lot, with the names of the candidates 
featured, and the party emblem al- 
most microscopic, militated against a 
straight party vote. That is why 
theie were no Socialists elected other 
, than London. 

Rounding Up Victor?. 

But this year the comrades are 
rounding up their victory of 1914. 
With a perfect organization, with 'en- 
thusiasm to spare, they are looking 
for a number of successes. In the 
Second, Joseph E. Eron and .Jacob 
Axelrad are candidates. Eron is the 
owner of the greatest , "Regents' " 
school in«- New York, a man who has 
made it possible for tens of thousands 
of east side boys and girls to go to 
college, and is therefore a most pop- 
ular man in the district. Axelrad is 
a young Socialist lawyer. In the 
Fourth, Jacob Pankeh, a wonderful 
campaigner, and Adolph Held, man- 
ager of the Forward, are candidates. 
In the. Sixth, Elmer Rosenberg, pres- 
ident of the joint board of the, Cloak- 



HERE are two sides to the New 
Jersey election. 

From one point of view it 
is encouraging. It is encouraging be- 
cause there were vastly more votes 
for equal suffrage than there would 
have been a. few years^ago.. 

From another point of view it is a 
burning shame. 

It is a burning ' shame that any 
State should be so backward and so 
unjust ^as to deny-^this measure of 
simple justice at this late date. 

If our forefathers had really be- 
lieved in the principles which they so 
loudly and vociferously proclaimed, 
they would have put the enfranchise- 
ment of women in the constitution of 
the United States. 

But they did not believe in .either 
male or female suffrage. Male suf- 
frage was later forced upon thenv 
And now the descendants of those 
who struggled for male suffrage de- 
liberately deny the same right, to 
women. 

All the forces of darkness were 
lined up against equal suffrage: the 
grafters, the conservatives, the white 
slavers, the liquor interests. 

With the forces of darkness ar- 
rayed against us, it is a necessity to 
let in more light in order to win. 

With suffrage, as with Socialism, 
eyery so-called defeat brings the vic- 
tory nearer.- 

We shall let in the light, and keep 
on letting in the light, until a ma- 
jority qf the voters become enlight- 
ened. ' ^ 

^ Then the victory will be ours. 



Every state is being askett to vote 
bonds for roads. Roads are needed, 
but bond issues to. build them are 
not. _ Give the nation full control of 
the mpney system and that problem 
will be solved. 

The nation is to devote a billion 
and a half of borrowed money to the 
work of "preparedness." It will mat- 
ter little whether the nation gets ob- 
solete battleships or utterly fraudu- 
lent goods, the obect of the bond is- 
sues, will have been achieved and the 
nation put under bonds tc tax its peo- 
ple for the merchant class. 



to support the Chicago teachers in 
every way possible. 

Other important action taken by 
the convention inducted the passage 
of a resolution instructing the dele- 
gates to the convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to work for 
action in favor of securing an* eight- 
hour day by legislation. This opposes 
the stand taken by the last A. F. of 
-L\ convention. The delegate was also 
instructed to work for the election 
of officials of the A mericah" Federa- 
tion of Labor by referendum vote. 

Resolutions were passed supporting 
legislation securing public ownership 
of the- manufacture of war materials. 

The convention also went upon rec- 
ord as opposed to military training 
in schools. 

John Fitzpatrick, .president of the 
Chicago Federation of Labor, was 
elected delegate to the convention of 
the A. F. of L. at San Franciscb 
Nov. 8. 



Ye Merrie Men 

By TKR. 



MILITARISM IN THE SCHOOLS. 

Jingo attempts to brutalize the na- 
tion's children by introducing mili- 
tarism into the public schools will not 
go unchallenged. And the Socialists 
will not have to fight entirely alone 
in opposing these attempts. 

Charles W. Eliot, president-emeri- 
tus of Harvard university, denounced 
military drill in the public schools, as- 
serting that, "The army spirit is un- 
American, as insistence on implicit 
obedienoe means subjection to an- 
other's will," and that, he held, was 
not a good way to train young Amer- 
icans. 

At the convention of the Illinois 
Federation of Labor we find the dele- 
gates of the teachers fighting milita- 
rism in the public schools. Miss Mar- 
garet Haley urged that the children 
be taught universal peace. She at- 
tacked Alfred Urion, chief attorney 
for the beef trust, former Chicago 
school board trustee, declaring he had 
blue-penciled in the curriculum of the 
Chicago schools, prepared by Mrs. 
"Ella Flagg Young, a course of in- 
struction in every department, from 
the primary to thje high school, on 
the blessings of universal peace. 

In presenting her views to the con- 
vention, however, the delegate of the 
teachers' union was almost literally 
forced to walk over James O'Connor, 
the bulky president of the Interna- 
tional Switchmen's Union, who, aft- 
er the introduction of resolutions 
bearing on the policy of peace, is re- 
ported to have broken in as follows: 
"I want to know who brought in 
all 1 these resolutions on war and pre- 
paredness and peace. I'd like to know 
who in hell wants peace. I hope there 
won't be any more of this bunk 
brought before this convention." 

Which would indicate., that some 
of the worst foes ol universal peace 
are to be found in the ranks of the 
workers. The United States, even 
more than Europe, needs a working 
class unalterably opposed to the war 
monster. 



This period of transformation of 
capitalism to a bonded proposition is 
witnessing the same riot of fraud and 
graft which accompanied the trans- 
formation of capitalism 20 years ago 
from private to corporate form. It 
will require 10 years to uncover the 
corruption which is now being prac- 
ticed by the mgerchant class. 

If justice was done, men like Mor- 
gan and Rqekefeller would be hung as 
traitors. But because they have the 
nations under bond they will rule 
rather than be ruled by the nations. 
Their sins, however, will surely be 
visited upon, all America by the vic- 
tim nations.. To offset this they de- 
mand ""preparedriesst'in advance. And 
they are corruptly making fortunes 
off of fake preparedness! 

i ^^vcajiiifl&^ 

«n the World, every little' town in the 
levival of robbery will be building 
streets. It will mean that the work- 
er with a home, in the territory to be 
paved will have to sell for almost 
nothing to such as have money. Mere- 
ly another method of confiscating the 
property of the fellow who imagined 
that by saving he could get along 
even under capitalism. 



It . was only 20 years ago that the 
transformation of capitalism from pri- 
vate to corporate form took place. 
In that time judgment has come up- 
on it. Its graft and corruption have 
been exposed/ oven thru official 
sources. Its" answer is to transform 
corporate property in bonded proper- 
ty. That is the work now in hand. 

If it required only 20 years to ex- 
pose corporate property and put it to 
flight, less than 10 yesr.« will expose 
the oppressive nature of bonded prop- 
erty. Having ths nations and states 
behind it, bonded property will bo im- 
mensely more corrupt and tyrannous 
than was corporate property. The re- 
volt against it will therefore be that 
much stronger. 



A New York shop window bears 
the sign: * 

FANCY DYING.' 
This must be a European fad. They 
say the styles there are simply kill- 
ing. 

Even while John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr., was formulating his plan for in- 
dustrial peace in Colorado, Robert 
Mitchell, editor of the Walsenburg 
Independent, who has been fighting 
for the miners' freedom, was assas- 
sinated. The trail of his assassins 
runs straight to the Walsen mine, 
which is filled with Rockefeller's min- 
ers. His style of "industrial peace" 
has begun! 

* * * * 
Professor Scott Nearing has been 

made Dean of the Department of So 
cial Science at the University of To- 
ledo. Frankly, ve never heard of the 
University of Toledo before, but we 
are: betting that we'U hear of it reg 
ularly from now on. J 
V * ' * * 

Rev. Cyrus Townsend Brady of 
Mount Vernon, N. Y., declares in a 
sermon that for women to seek to 
vote is an insult to God and man. 
We can't think of any comment on 
this funnier than the remark itself. 

* * * * 
There was a painful thud over in 

Elizabeth, N. J. An editor of a local 
paper remarked in his editorial col- 
umns: 

"It is our advice to the Singer 
employes to take every loafing 
agitator to Staten Island Sound, 
tie a rock around his neck and 
throw him off the dock." 

The organizer of the local Central 
Labor Union went to a justice of 
the peace, asked a warrant for his 
arrest, AND GOT IT. For the jus- 
tice of the peace, Gus Theimer, is a. 
Socialist. 

* * * * 

In Paterson, N. J., a sister city, 
the editor of a labor paper was sen- 
tenced "to prison for three years for 
calling the chief of police a "block-, 
head." There is no Socialist justice 
of the peace in Paterson. 



By CONGRESSMAN MEYER LONDON 

N THE THIRD DAY of November, 1914, and after years of ceaseless 
effort, the New York Socialists succeeded in winning a seat in con- 
gress. The term to which I have been elected began on the 4th of 
March, 1915. 

Under the constitution of the United States, congress must convene on 
,the first Monday of December of each year unless called in the mean- 
time in special session. 

There having been no special session, the first regular session of the 
Sixty-fourth congress, to which I have been elected, will begin on the 6th 
of December, 1915. 

I have been devoting the greater part of my time to the study of the 
questions .which are likely to come up before congress and to the working 
out of a modest program of action. 

* * * * 

The election of a Socialist by the great New York east side was hailed 
all over the country as something more than a Socialist victory. Leading 
newspapers interpreted our victory as a victory not only for the principles 
of Socialism, but as a declaration of political independence by the voters 
of the east side and as a triumph of the nobler and purer elements of our 
people. 

We live in a most intense period of the world's history. It looks as If 
all the elements and powers of evil and darkness have united to crush all 
that has been gained by mankind in the painful process of centuries of evo- 
lution. 

The world is hypnotized by hatred. Men have ceased to be men and 
have become patriots. Europe has been turned into a shambles, and all 
human voices are drowned by the voice of the cannon. 

All laws have been disregarded and only one law rules supreme, the law 
of physical power. All codes of ethics and religion yielded to the code of 
artillery. 

The madness and the insanities of the European conflict could not but 
have a disastrous effect upon the political life of the United States. Mil- 
lions of men are terrorized into the belief that the country is confronted 
by heretofore unknown dangers. This fear is artificially stimulated by 
groups of men financially interested in large expenditures for armaments. 
Political leaders and misleaders have announced their intention of making 
the question of increased armaments the dominant issue in the next con- 
gress, and a political question in the coming presidential campaign. 

* * • * * 

Dangerous as \his campaign is, threatening as it does the democratic 
institutions and historical traditons of this peacefully developing republic, 
its greatest harm lies in beclouding the real issues which confront America 
and postponing for generations the solution of those problems to which an 
answer must be given if the republic is to live. 

During the last decade there has been a greater awakening of the so- 
cial conscience than at any time in the history of the American people. 
Under the pressure of the Socialist movement labor legislation began to 
engross the attention of legislatures both State and national. 
All this progress is now menaced. 

At no time in the- history of this country was it so important to elect 
Socialist representatives as it is today. 

The idea of political equality has been preached too long not to have 
become a part of the very life of the people. In other countries large 
groups of men have become accustomed to the idea that they belong to an 
inferior race and that they cannot rise out of the caste or class in which 
they were born. There the fatal contradiction between political democ- 
racy and industrial despotism is not so serious. 



makers' Union, and Clement Wood, a 
brilliant Socialist writer, .are rousing 
up the workers. And finally, in the 
Eighth, once a stronghold of the rot- 
tenest Tammany corruption, now the 
best Socialist district in the city, Wil- 
liam Kariin, a popular Socialist law- 
yer, and Joseph D. .Cannon, the elo- 
quent miner, are the standard bear- 
ers. 

In the Brownsville section of Brook- 
lyn the quiet, persistent work of years 
is about to bear fruit in the election of 
A. I. Shiplacoff, secretary of the Unit- 
ed Hebrew Trades, and Barnet Wolffs 
a salesman, an old-time Socialist of 
great intelligence, and an orator of 
power. In the east New York sec- 
tion of the city there is a great fight 
for the election of William Koenig 
as alderman, a man whose father was 
a pioneer German comrade, and who 
has been fighting for Socialism for 
years. In the Williamsburg section 
of the city Philip Satra and J. Abram- 
owitz a*re making a gallant right to 
curry the Twenty-first (Kings). In 
Yorkville, where the unions are strong, 
and from which section the second So- 
cialist congressman will probably 
come, Edward F. Cassidy, veteran So- 
cialist, union printer, inspiring leader 
of the workers, is making a splendid 
fight, and August Claessens is right in 
the forefront. 

In the Bronx there are districts 
in which the Socialist vote will total! The Bernstein group of Social-Dem- 
thousands, enough to elect two con- ; ocrats in Germany- has drawn up an- 
gressmen if the number of citizens j other manifesto, saying that speedy 
was as small as it . is in London':? t peace is the earnest wish of the Ger- 
district. In O.ueens, where the Ger- 
man workers have powerful Socialist 
organizations, the vote will be im- 
mense. 

, Socialist Victory Impends. 
The old parties are fighting like 
fishwives over /the spoils of office. 
There is nothing in it but jobs. The 
Socialists are fighting a great fight 
for Socialism, looking neither to ^he 



In the United- States it becomes more and more evident that it is 
impossible to reconcile the ideal of political equality with the present con- 
dition of industrial anarchy and despotism. 

The problem which confronts us js hot a problem of men; it is a prob- 
lem of policies. There is a great deal of political vileness and filth, but 
that is not the main evil. The problem which we as Socialists grapple with 
is the rroblem of poverty. We refuse to believe that poverty is a divine 
institu' on. We refus* to concede that unemployment, ignorance, crime 
and m aery are irremediable evils. 

To eliminate poverty we demand an extension of industrial democracy. 
Our voice should be heard in every legislative body. In the board of alder- 
men, the assembly, senate, or congress, wherever laws are framed, our 
viewpoint should be heard and our philosophy presented. If the lawmaking 
power is to be invoked at all, it should be invoked on behalf of the down- 
trodden. 

Every vote for the candidates of the Socialist Party will help push the 
world forward. 



Because the nations and states are 
being bonded to collect from their 
subjects a regular tribute for the ex- ^ ^ 
ploiters of labor, there is sure to be | nee<i 
a revolt against the nations. In many 
cases, this will mean the overthrow 
of kings and emperors and the organ- 
ization of new states that shall repu- 
diate -*he bonds. Repudiation must 
come to save the people. 



The Law, you understand, is im- 
partial. But it is just as well to pro 
vide a Theimer as justice, in case of 



At the convention of the Massachu- 
setts State Federation of Labor, in 
New Bedford last week, the officers 
and delegates took a fall out of Sen- 
ator Andrew P. Doyle,' who was elect- 
ed as "a friend of labor"" and carries 
a card, but who has been opposed to 
nearly all labor bills and has Been a 
fine little servant to everybody and 
everything opposed to labor. 



Where the people hgve the proper 
expression, repudiation of bonds will 
become an open issue before long that 
will sweep all things before it. In 
such a case it may not be needful to 
overthrow the nation and reorganize 
without debt. But the issue of re- 
pudiation must be met, and that be- 
fore many months elapse. 

The master class of exploiters will 
soon recognize the possibility of re- 
pudiation and seek to overthrow pop- 
ular rule" and establish autocracy in 
order to prevent it. Already they are 
opposing extension of democracy. The 
people must and will, as a necessity 
to their salvation, demand further de- 
mocracy. That issue is right ahead. 
It will be socialization or death of 
civilization.' 

The film. "The Birth of a Nation," 
that is being shown everywhere un- 
der the false pretense that it is direct- 
ed against war, is an appeal to racial 
prejudice and is preparing the way 



According to the Literary Digest's 
poll of 526 editors on woman suf- 
frage, 391 favored it, 97 were op- 
posed, and 38 are undecided. A two- 
thirds majority in favor of insulting 
Dr. Brady. 

*» * * * 
Harlakenden House, at Cornish, N. 
Y., home of Winston Churchill, the 
-radical novelist, is • abandoned as a 
summer capital in favor of Shadow 
Lawn, John A. McCall's marble pal- 
ace at Long Branch, N. J. McCall 
was one of the insurance magnates 
exposed for crookedness in the 
Hughes investigation. The change is 
an ominous symptom of the reign of 
the new First Lady of the Land. Let's 
hope she doesn't drag Woody into 
bad company. 

***=:= . 

One out of six babies die in the 
United States before reaching the age 
of one year. In New Zealand, where 
there is woman suffrage, only one out 
of 150 dies before the age of one 
year. Another insult to man's in- 
telligence. 

* * . * * j 
In Great Britain, contractors and j 
manufacturers whose profits ' have 
been increased by the war are taxed ] 



Choose Your Standard 
Bearers for 1916! 

THE SOCIALIST presidential and vice presidential candidates for the 
1916 campaign are to be chosen by referendum vote of the party. Nomi- 
nation blanks are now going out to the 6,000 Socialist Locals. The nom- 
inations must all be in by Dec. 20. 

Let every member of the Socialist Party take an active interest in this 
important work. Let every member of every local know the meeting night 
on which the nominations are to he made, so that they can all be present 
to help start the 1916 campaign. 

Nominations are also to be made for National Executive Secretary 
and for five members of the National Executive Committee. 

This important work has been placed in the hands of the membership, 
and the party members should all show that they, are vitally interested. 

One of the best ways to start your 1916 campaign is to secure yearly 
subs for The American Socialist for 50 cents and receive one FREE copy of 
the "1914 Campaign Book" for each sub sent in. You can secure several 
copies of this great book for yourself or your party local in this way, free, 
the books to be used as a circulating library until the votes are counted 
in November, 1916. Get busy and work for Socialism NOW! USE THIS 
BLANKi 



for the compete disfranchisement of j r )( ) per cen t 0 f their excess profits 



at Capitalism as ... 
Great increases are ;certiin. Victo- 
ries impend. The organisation is clos- 



peace 

man working classes. To insure a 
permanent peace they suggest the es- 
tablishment of a permanent arbitra- 
tion court and prohibition '. of secret 
diplomacy. They declare Belgium 
must be evacuated and compensated. 



Every state will' shortly- fee aske* 
for bond issues to -build good roads. 

o It is merely an evidence of th£ f ac* 

right nor to the left," but hammering-) that capitalism is rapidly betn^rans^ 
~ i hard as they can. ^rmed into a bonded ifl^rest-^tn^t 



pledges the government. to^S^SKMft -it 
and collect its fertl»u^ - ' ' 



the negro; The campaign of 191fi will 
see this, and other films calculated to 
divide the workers, exhibited every- 
where for the purpose of bringing di- 
vision, and after that abject slavery. 

There never was a time when it was 
more necessary for the workers to 
stand together than now. We haw 
not been driven back. The.enemy ha* 
merely taken a new position, in an ef- 
fort to absolutely capture the nations 
and their armies and police force. It 
means re-enforcement for the enemy. 
But it 4s not a time to be discour- 
aged. It^aither should swell the blood 
for further battle. The war is not 



In addition, the Very wealthy pay an 
income tax and a supertax of one- 
third of their incomes. And they 
groan "An outrageous burden!" But 
the soldiers pay their lives. 

* * * * 

The Pope is broke, on ' account, of 
the War, says the Giornale Lavon Pub- 
lici. Skake, Pope. Know how it is 
ourselves. 

* * *. * 

Rear Admiral, Knight told the n- 
habitants of fashionable Newport, R, 
I., that unless Newport jmipyoves her 
morality r«e will havMh'ft navy ^ train- 
ing station '.removed. . He v will not 
rftis& his sa^o«-^s:;l[« Newport, 
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I want to help make Socialists for 1916. Therefore, you will find 

enclosed $ , for which please send The American 

Socialist to the following names, with the understanding that 

I am to receive , campaign books, which I 

intend putting to work for Socialism. 

Fraternally, 



NAME- 



ADDRESS- 



/. . . 



NOTE— If you need more space, cut Out this blank and paste 
it on a blank sheet of paper. , 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



T H E A ME RFC AN SOCIALIST, OCTOBER 30, 

•■>>",'•' 'II ' ' I „ , ' ' fif 1 T I'l I 



1915. 



Clubs of Four or, More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



Tie Afflew Socialist 



Official Organ of the Socialist Party of the 
United States. 



J. L. ENGDAHL Editor 

WALTER LANFEBSIBK ..Business Mgr. 

RYAN WALKER Cartoonist 



Published every Saturday by the Socialist 
Party National Office, 803 West Madison St., 
Chicago, 111 



Entered as second-class matter, July 21, 1914, 
at the post-office at Chicago, 111., under the 
Act of March 8, 1879. 



BUNDLE RATES.— Bundle Kates One Year 
to one Address : 4 copies, $1 ; 3 coi<ieu, 12 ; 10 
copies, $2.501 ; 25 copies, $6.25 ; 50 copies, 
(12.50; 100 copies, $25.00. Bundle Rates of 
Any Issue: 1,000, $6; 500, $2.50; 200, $1 ; 
100, 60 cents. 



SATURDAY, OCT. 30, 




Here is all the week's . news worth 
while boiled down for workers so busy 
fighting for Socialism they do not have 
time to read the daily capitalist papers. 



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19. 
Situation of allies in near east is to critical 
that international war conference is called tn 
London. Maximilian Harden predicts final rout 
of allies. 

Ten Mexicans killed for alleged complicity 
in' wrecking of passenger train in outskirts af 
Brownsville, Tex., bringing death to three 
Americans and injuries to four more. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20. 

Great Britain offers Island of Cyprus to 
Greece at soon as it shall intervene on side of 
allies. 

German fleet reported to be awaiting Eng- 
land's challenge on sea. German leaders look 
for peace by next spring. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21. 

Human voice for first time in history heard 
across Atlantic by wireless telephone, from 
naval tower at Arlington, near Washington, to 
Eiffel Tower, in Paris. 

U. S. Minister Brand Whitiock, at Brussels, 
Belgium, pleads in vain for life of English 
nurse, head of a training school at Brussels, 
shot by Germans, for helping allied soldiers to 
escape. 

Editor Northcliffe, British publisher, charged 
with plot to destroy present British cabinet 
and set up new government. 

Reports indicate Germans are slowly crush- 
ing Serbia; Britain in threatening attitude to- 
ward Greece and Serbia. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22. 

More reports indicate allies' Dardanelles ex- 
pedition has failed. King George issues appeal 
to British to come forward voluntarily and 
aid Great Britain in fight against Germanic 
allies. 

Germany making preparations to replenish 
population depleted by war. Bulgars are hurl- 
ing Serbians b»rk. 

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 23. 

Attempt to tilt Chicago Sunday lid fail* 
when court refuses saloons privilege of re- 
maining open for sale of non-intoxicants. 

Report Russians gaining along entire front. 
French relief reaches Serbs. German frontier 
shut to hide move in West. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24. 

New York police hold two Germans as al- 
leged leaders in plot to wreck American mu- 
nition plants. 

Czar orders three billion dollar loan. 

President Wilson plans to crush revolt of 
Tammany Democrats in congress. 



AN APPRECIATION. 

In its current issue The Railroad 
Trainman, official organ of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Railroad 
Trainmen, gives its appreciation of 
the work of James H. Maurer, So- 
cialist member of the Pennsylvania 
legislature, in fighting the attempt to 
repeal the "full crew" law at the last 
iio^sion of the State legislature. It 
says: 

"Jp.rnes H. Maurer was one of the 
labor representatives in the Pennsyl- 
vania legislature that delivered the 
goods when the interests of the men 
he represented were considered. Dur- 
ing the long struggle over the 'Re- 
pealer' and before Governor Brurrt- 
bnngh afterward, he defended the Full 
Cvew law ably and earnestly. He 
irave one more evidence of the need 
for sending men of his caliber to rep- 
resent the majority, which means tnc 
n.en who work for wages. There was 
uo time during the session when he 
was not ready to lend his voice, vote 
and influence toward protecting t,he 
railway employes from the efforts of 
tfiose who believed it perfectly prop- 
er to sacrifice trainmen in the inter- 
ests of dividends.'* 

The railway trainmen's journal then 
publishes the entire^ speech made be- 
fore the Pennsylvania legislature by 
Representative Maurer, which cov- 
ered five pages, probably the most 
able argument for a Full Crew law 
made in any State legislature of the 
nation. 

This is merely another instance of 
how a great labor organization has 
been compelled to admit the advan- 
tage of electing Socialists to law-mak- 
ing bodies. Socialists are in the small 
minority in the Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Trainmen. They are usually se- 
verely sat down upon when they try 
to cfcsert themselves. But the .stren- 
uous efforts being exerted everywhere 
by Socialist legislators in behalf of 
tha railroad workers will soon win the 
members of this organization for So- 
cialism. 

The railroads are too powerful a 
factor in the government of this coun- 
try to permit the election of Republi- 
cans or Democrats hostile to their in- 
terests. The railroad workers must 
1c ok for their greatest support from 
ihe Socialist law-rr.akers, and the 
sooner they realize this, tha easier 
will their struggle for remedial leg- 
islation become. 



the warring nations is the cause of 
the conflict, upon it falls the respon- 
sibility for this dreadful carnage. 

"Under the disguise of racial antag- 
onism, and alleged lofty motives of 
Liberty and Right, the beneficiaries of 
our Capitalist system managed to win 
over the mass of the people in sup- 
port of the war. Under the pressure 
of this spirit, many members of the 
Socialist and Labor movements fol- 
lowed the standard of Nationalism. 
And the presi, subsidised by the pow- 
ers that be, has never ceased harping 
on J the , so-called, lofty and liberty- 
loving purposes of the war. 

"But today the Chauvinists of every 
•country propose an entirely different 
object, they now cry; for the acquisi- 
tion of whole countries and provinces 
-r-an object which, if carried out. will 
inevitably carry within itself the 
seeds of future discord. 

"In open opposition to any such 
plans, determined minorities of our 
comrades in every country are striv- 
ing with might and main to remain 
true to their principles as laid down 
in the International congresses at 
Stuttgart, Copenhagen and Basel. 
This war, that has already cost mil- 
lions of lives, that has produced crip - 
ples and injured without number, that 
has plunged the workers of every land 
in deepest misery, must be stopped, 
and to this task, as well as the pre- 
vention of any attempts at national 
aggrandizement, the Socialists and 
Unionists of Germany and Franca 
must set themselves. 

"This War Is Not Our War. 

"We strongly condemn the viola- 
tion of Belgian neutrality, so solemn- 
ly guaranteed by the warring pow- 
ers. We demand and will never cease 
to demand the absolute restoration 
of its independence and integrity. 

"We declare ourselves in favor of 
an early peace that sho.ll leave no na- 
tion and no peoDle humiliated and 
conquered, and that we will never 
give our endorsement to any of our 
respective governments' plans of con- 
quest, plans that will inevitably car- 
ry within themselves the germs of 
another conflict. We pledge our- 
selves to work, each in his own coun- 
try, for a peace that will remove 
the newly inculcated national hatreds, 
and that will pave the way for future 
harmonies and relationships. 

"Such peace, in our opinion, is pos 
sible only by -avoidance of humiliat- 
ing defeat for »ny country. Lands 
raptured by invasion must not be held 
by forceful occupation. There muse 
be no annexations, open or conceal 
od: there must be no forcible 'unifi 
cation' of greater powers and lesser 
ones, the 'unions' rendered unheal 
able by aggravating political restric- 
tions. The right of popular fran 
chi«e must be regarded as inviolable-^ 

"We pledge ourselves each in his 
own land to keen tip an incessant agi 
tation to the end that the peace move- 
ment may become "strong enouch to 
compel the rulers to put an end to 
the slaughter. Inasmuch a3 we ab- 
solve ourselves from all pledges fov 
intranational truce, inasmuch as we 
remam true to the great Class Strug- 
gle, the foundation of the Interna- 
tional, we, German and. French So- 
cialists and Unionists, stand firm 
amoni? our comrades against this ter- 
rible fate thit now ravishes man- 
kind, in favor of the early end of 
this international murder." 

There is insrtiration here for the 
American Socialist movement. What 
lias it to offer in the struggle for 
Vorld peace and international broth- 
erhood ? 



After the War: A Forecast 



By UPTON SINCLAIR 



THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION now confront^ civilisation is 
that of the ending of the present war, and in what condition the world 
is to find itself. Upon our answer to that question depends to a great ex- 
tent the attitude we are to take towards the war while it i? being waged. 
Shall we give oar unreserved sympathy to either side; shall we say, for 
example, that Germany must be crashed, that the Kultur of militarism must 
be utterly extirpated? Or are there democratic forces within Germany it- 
self upon which we may count in any way? 

Let the writer, in order to make clear bis point of view, state, at the outset 
what he considers to be the fundamental cause of the war. Racial antago- 
nism, old jealousies, the arrogance, of aristocracies — all of these factors 
played their part, - but all would have been impotent but for commercial 
rivalry. And this rivalry springs 



OUR PEACE MESSAGE, 
message to offer to the world. It is 
the greatest peace message that has 
leen written since the world war 
raised its bloody standards over the 
peaceful cities and countrysides ot 
Europe. The manifesto signed by 
representative Socialists from XI 
lands, published in The American So- 
cialist last week, is the most effec- 
tive blow struck .it insane militarism 
since the European slaughter began. 

This week we publish another dec- 
laration, a joint statement of the 
French and German delegates to the 
International Socialist Conference 
that issued the manifesto published 
last week. This declaration is sign- 
ed by Adolf Hoffman and George Le- 
debou*, German delegates, and A. 
Meerheim and A. Bourderon, French 
delegates. It breathes the spirit of 
the internationalism that will crush 
the imperialistic hopes of the present 
war. It points the way toward the 
building of a greater and more effec- 
tive Socialist movement. It declares: 

"After a year of devastating war- 
fare, the imperialistic character of 
the war becomes more and more evi- 
dent. J.t proves that the imperialis- 



ITHIS WERK'S EOnWAL 
I FROM SOCIALIST PRESS 



WAGES AND PHILOSOPHY. 
(From The Milwaukee Leader.) 

Recently a new star has arisen in 
the philanthropic world in the per- 
son of Julius Rosenwald, principal 
owner and manager of Sears, Roe- 
buck & Co. His gifts to various char- 
ities have been productive of wide 
newspaper notoriety and fulsome 
praise. 

There have been several reports 
concerning the wages paid in the fa- 
mous mail order establishment. It 
has been shown that in spite of va- 
rious "welfare" schemes for adver- 
tising purposes the employes are paid 
at rates that make any sort of de- 
cent life impossible. 

The garment strike in Chicago has 
brought us some more information 
concerning the source of the millions 
that have built Y. M. C. A. struc- 
tures and philanthropic glory for the 
donor. Owing to the efforts of the 
Socialist aldermen in the Chicago 
council a committee was appointed to 
investigate conditions in the various 
shops. 

One of these shops was operated 
by Rosenwald & Weil end find's it3 
main market through Sears, Roebuck 
& Co. An examination of a large 
number of pay envelopes proved that 
the average wage is less than 8 cents 
per hour. The girls work 10 hours. 
When times are "good" and no time 
is lost, such a girl can make $4.80 
a week. 

Various investigations in Chicago 
have Shown that $10 a week is the 
least that will enable a girl to live 
in the sort of conditions demanded 
for a decent human animal. 

When these girls asked for higher 
wages the police force of Chicago was 
used to beat them up, twist their 
arms, break up their meetings and 
manhandle and abuse them in the va- 
rious ways in which Chicago police- 
men are highly skilled. 

Just to show that they are not lack- 
ing in humor, the employers of these 
girls had an injunction to 'save" 
printed on each i envelope. In this 
way profit and philanthropy and edu- 
cation were beautifully combined. 

Speaking of education, this same 
Julius Rosenwald is leading the fight 
against the Chicago Teachers' Fed- 
eration. 



tic pqfccy of expansion pursued by CaL * 



W. Scott Bennett,* a prominent So- 
cialist from New Zealand, has just ar- 
rived on the western coast. Comrade 
Bennett is a very able speaker, and 
has many interesting things to say. 
We Americans can learn from the ex- 
periences of New Zealand thru him, 
and locals that desire to hear his mes- 
sage can address this office, or write 
to Comrade Bennett directly at. 2845 
Sacramento street, San Francisco, 



from the central root of our system 
of production. 

Goods are made, not for use, but 
for profit; no profit, no use, is the 
rule. Because the workers do not 
get all they produce, because they 
cannot buy the total product, there is 
a surplus which must be sold before 
they can have more work. Many dec 
ades ago the world's leading nations 
reached the stage where foreign mar- 
kets must be had, upon penaKy of 
starvation for the proletariat. So in 
every country wo saw real Wages 
declining, the cost pf living- increase 
ing, and social discontent spreading. 
In a table of statistics of the Social- 
ist vote for the last 40 years in Ger» 
many, you see in pictorial form the 
force that was driving the ruling class 
of that country into making war upon 
its commercial rivals. With one or 
two more million votes, the "father 
landless rascals." would control the 
Reichstag, and government would be 
come impossible. Said the Empress 
Catherine of Russia: 

"The only way to save our empires 
from the encroachment of the people 
is to engage in war, and thus substi- 
tute national passions for social as 
pirations." 

War not only changes over night 
the psychology of the people; it also 
removes the material causes of that 
economic 'apoplexy which is the dis- 
ease of Capitalism's old age. It de- 
stroys men, and relieves the conges- 
tion of the labor market; alco it de- 
stroys goods, and makes work for 
the men who are left. This seeming 
paradox of destruction making pros- 
perity is, I know, most irritating to 
capitalist economics; but no more irri- 
tating than that other paradox of 
our productive system — that the more 
wealth the worker has produced, the 
poorer he finds himself. 

* * * * 

. The one thing essential, from the 
point of view of the ruling class, is 
that the war should be successful. 
"Welt-macht oder Niedergang" is the 
formula. If you win. you get the 
other fellow's markets; your facto- 
ries are intact, and you have a thump- 
ing big indemnity to buy raw mate- 
rials and start you again. As fast 
as your working classes are released 
from the army, you set them to work 
to make the goods for your new colo- 
nies of Prussian Persia, and Prussian 
..Egypt, and Prussian Brazil. But if 
by any ill chance these colonies have 
not been won; if your own factories 
are destroyed, and you have to pay 
to rebuild the other fellow's facto- 
ries — then every one in yovr coun- 
try is poor, and bitterness and dis- 
illusionment spread like a flame, and 
you have seven times as many devils 
to contend with. Let the reader but 
consider the industrial condition of 
England after the Boer war, and of 
the United States after the Spanish 
war, and contrast it with that of Rus- 
sia after the Japanese war. 

I think one may assume that Ger- 
many will not win the present con- 
flict. Writing in the middle of June, 
there seems to be no possibility of 
such a result. Even assuming that 
she can hold her present line another 
year, and that the task of driving her 
back to her own borders is all that 
the forces of the allies are ever equal 
to; assuming that the contest ends 
with the exhaustion of the combat- 
ants, or with a compromise forced by 
the moral sense of civilization — still, 
the people of Germany are without 
any of the gains which were to jus- 
tify their colossal endeavor. 

And now picture the internal situ- 
ation of Germany at the signing of 
the treaty of peace. Eight million 
men (at a guess) are in arms} being 
fed and maintained by the state; 
while eight millions mere have been 
occupied in manufacturing food, cloth- 
ing and munitions for the first eight 
to consume. There >eomes a sudden 
stop to everything. Of the eight mil- 
lion who are fighting, seven million 
are turned loose to shift for them- 
selves; while of the eight million who 
have been supplying them, the large 
part; are a * so *d\e. Never in human 
history has there been economic dis- 
organization equal to this: and it is 
to occur in the most highly organ- 
ized, and therefore the most sensi- 
tive, country in the^ world. Can the 
reader persuade himself that under 
our present system of production for 
private profit, even in a centralized* 
state like the German, it will be pos- 
sible to meet this gigantic and over- 
whelming crisis? To put to work, 
and to feed, and to SATISFY so many 
millions of discontented men? 

* * ■ * * 
I have in my. possession some let- 
ters from a man generally recog- 
nized as the intellectual leader of the 
German Social-Democrats. To namfc 
him at the present might subject him 
to inconvenience at home, so I will 
ask the reader to- take my word for 
his authority. Discussing the atti* 
tude of his party in case of a possi- 
ble outbreak of war, he explains that 
there is a tacit understanding that 
they do not agitate this question, 
for the reason that the discussion 
would be one-sided — those who fa- 
vor insurrection beinar unable to ex- 
press thflir views. He, for his part, 
does not^ think the Socialists could 
prevent a war—any effort would be 
instantly overwhelmed. But after the 
war — and especially after an unsuc- 
cessful war-— would come the oppor- 
tunity. It would hardly be necessary 
to declare a general strike; the gen- 
eral strike would declare itself. This 
was written in 1,007; and so far as 
I can see, it ; applies today. 

Let4t net fee overlooked that, much , 
we may blame the German Social^; 



NOTE.— The following article 
has been an interesting one. It 
was written last December, before 
the war was very old. It has since 
been offered to practically all the 
capitalist magazines which publish 
articles of this 3ort. In almost 
every case the editors of these 
magazines wrote to tell how very 
much interested they had peen in 
reading of the article, and how 
much they regretted that its con- 
clusions seemed too revolutionary 
and too start-ling for their pages. 
Meantime, events have moved on, 
and now a stage ha* been reached 
where hints of the possibility of 
social revolution after- the war 
have begun to creep even into the 
news dispatches. It is amusing to 
note that at least three of the 
magazines which considered this 
article too dangerous for their 
readers have since published edi- 
torials in which the same possibil- 
ities were more than hinted at. 



ists, their behavior has put them, 
from the domestic point of view, in 
the strongest possible position. If 
the party had stood out against war, 
the militarists could say: "Yes, we 
failed; but why? It was your fault — 
you traitors." But now the argument 
lies all the other way. The Social- 
ists can say: "We did our best — we 
have a certificate of good conduct 
from the kaiser himself. The fault 
was not that of the so'diers, nor of 
the people, but of you rulers, who 
raised the world in arms against us. 
You have proved your incompetence; 
and now— stand aside!" 

Germany is today the most highly 
educated nation in the world, and has 
one of the most reactionary govern- 
ments. After the fighting is over, 
the misery and unrest must inevita- 
bly crystalline into a demand for po- 
litical freedom — for manhood suf- 
frage, a responsible cabinet, and dem- 
ocratic control of the war-making 
power. If it is refused, there will 
surely be a general strike; and if 
an attempt is made to imprison its 
leader* and crush the strike, there 
will be mobs and street-fighting. Let 
the reader bear in mind that a good 
many formerly peaceable Germans 
will now be accustomed to violence. 
It is my expectation that within a 
month after the ending of this war, 
Germany will be a free country, even 
if its kaiser has to go the way of 
Ring Charles the First of England. 

* * * !H 

Let it be further pointed out that 
political liberty by itself will be noth- 
ing in such a crisis; t>read, and not 
votes, will be what men demand. At 
present the centralized power of the 
state is turning all the economic re- 
sources of Germany to the task of 
making war. And after the war, 
the demand will be that the same 
power shall turn them to the task 
of feeding the people. The German 
Socialists are thoro, and they know 
what they want; for four or five dec- 
ades they have been organizing the 
workers of Germany with the idea 
of taking over — not merely the gov- 
ernment, but industry as well. 

There might be a general election, 
which the Socialists would carry; or 
there might be a wave of popular 
revolt which would sweep them into 
power over night. Without stopping 
for details, let us ask the most im- 
portant question whether such a wave 
of revolt would come to a halt at 
the borders of Germany. 

Consider the case of France. There 
is very little in this war for France, 
in the way of colonies and indemni- 
ties; and the French working class 
has already several times rehearsed 
its general strike. Consider Jules 
Guesde, an incorruptible and even fa- 
natical revolutionist, now in the 
French cabinet; dpes any one believe 
that it will be as easy to push him 
out as it was to invite him in? Yet 
nothing is more certain than that 
he will not stay on any conditon save 
one — the full value of his product to 
every workingman in France. And 
Guesde knows exactly what he means 
by this , and exactly how he intends 
to bring it about. He is reporting 
bis doings every week to the central 
council of the most revolutionary 
group in France. The force that has 
done most to hold back the French 
working class from social revolt in 
the past has been the spectre of Prus- 
sian invasion; does it seem unrea- 
sonable to expect that, after thp spec- 
tre is laid, the world may again hear 
the crowing of the Gallic cock? 

We all hope for and cry indemnity 
for Belgium. If it is gained, the 
question arises, to whom is it to go? 
Is it to be spent for the privileged 
class, as surplus wealth was spent 
in the old days? In the Belgium 
cabinet is Vandervelde, leader of tho 
revolutionists for 30 years; and recall 
that strike of 200^)00 or 300,000 men 
for the franchise which has yet to be 
granted!. I have a suspicion that the 
Belgian indemnity may be spent for 
the whole people, under the direc- 
tion of a Socialist premier whose 
name I know how to spell. 

The disorganization incidents! to 
the war will be less in England. But, 
on the other hand, England's chronic 
disorganization is far greater, tor no 
other civilized country lets its popu- 
lation starve so generally as Eng* 
land does. Two or , three . million 
workingman will come back from the 
war, -and will face the prospect of 
sleeping on the embankment and beg- 
ging for bread, as did so manjr of the 
veterans*©* the. Boer war. «With the 
cjMW*^^>^ *&#&d eapk * n iheir 



ears, do you think they will remain 
entirely asleep? 

* * * * 

I was told by a member of the Brit- 
ish cabinet that if the, miners had 
held out three days longer they could 
have got anything from the govern- 
ment they wanted. They did not know 
this at the timei 'but they know it 
now; and they nave made the be- 
ginnings of an alliSnce with the rail- 
waymen and the transport workers — 
this alliance being the mightiest la- 
bor weapon in the world. It is much 
less easy to make predictions about 
England than about a logical country 
like France, or a methodical country 
like Germany. In Germany a Social- 
Democratic professor has studied out 
the Revolution, made maps of it like 
another invasion of Belgium. But 
the Englishman is temperamentally 
under the necessity of doing a thing 
in such a way that he does not know 
that he is doing it. He will now 
have to solve the problem of estab- 
lishing Socialism while leaving the 
king and the house of lords and the 
established bishops all intact and with 
feelings unruffled. This is a task 
which we naturally leave to the "Eng- 
lishman. 

If you are among those who long 
for justice upon earth, the task now 
before you is to strive for such a set- 
tlement of the war as shall leave no 
thorna in the side of any people, to 
rankle and distract their attention 
from the work of social regeneration. 
If France or Russia takes any terri- 
tory which is German in its popula- 
tion, the Junkerthum will know how 
to use this factor to keep national 
feeling alive, and foster a program of 
REVANCHE. If the militarists of 
England are permitted to have their 
way in the cabinet councils, and to in- 
sist upon their program of destroy- 
ing Germany's fleet, then the war will 
go on to the last gasp, and it will be 
won at the cost to England of rais- 
ing Russia to a po'wet' which , will in- 
evitably have to be fought and con- 
quered after another decade. Can not 
some one point out to the thinking 
men of England that there exists in 
Germany a power which will, remove 
the menace of the German fleet — quite 
as certainly and far more permanent- 
ly than any outside power? 



ANCIENT SOCIETY 



OR 



Researches in the Lines of Human Progress: 
From Savagery Through barbarism 
to Civilization 



IN THE WORLD OF LAEOB. ' 



By Max 8. Hayes. 



The horny-handed miner in whose 
borne John Rockefeller, Jr., slept one 
night during hie 'Colorado trip, and 
■which was played up in grand human 
interest style by sloppy pres.-. agents, 
was not only a Rockefeller foreman, 
but a cowardly time server at that, 
before the strike, when Colorado was 
supposed to be at peace, Charles Kai- 
ser, the foreman ir. question, and 
another man got Mike I-ivoda, a Sla- 
vonian organizer for the union, out 
o£ liis boarding house at midnight, 
beat him up and ."Jr«<\e him three 
miles to Walsenburg. When the 
strike came on Kaiser continued as 
a J a dm* enemy, and during the strike 
was one of the bitter foes of the 
union. He was one of Rockefeller's 
busiest little beater >-»in durlnt? the 
struggle. So it was' with a plain 
thug that Rockefeller spent the night 
in Colorado of his own pet brand, pat- 
terned after his own heart, to pre- 
serve the "rights" of labor and guar- 
anteeing peace and fair dealing, and 
ro forth. 

* * * * 

Altho peonage is being obliterated 
in Mexico, the same cannot bz said of 
"free" Cuba. Charging that working- 
men are thrown into prison ard ex- 
pelled from the island on flimsy pre- 
texts, a committee of Cuban labor 
officials has addressed a memorial to 
the American Federation of Labor, 
asking for the support of organized 
labor in the United States. A com- 
mittee has been organized in Havana 
to raise funds for the uefense of im- 
prisoned comrades. Ic is charged in 
the memorial that a sugar mil: pro- 
prietor has only to file a complaint 
with the police against any employe 
in order to have him thrown into jail 
Perhaps a good, healthy revolution 
in Cuba will be necessary before the 
ruling class agree to act like human 
beings. 

* * * it- 
Down around Nfew York and Phil- 
adelphia the anthracite barons are 
saying that because the miners are 
demanding an increase in pay of 20 
per cent, the price of coal will have 
to be jumped up $1. a ton, just as tho 
that amount will have to be turned 
over to the miner, whereas they ex- 
pect to not only shoulder the cost of 
the wage raise upon the public, but 
to- pocket three or four times the 
amount besides. The miners are ex- 
posing the robbery game, as they re- 
fuse to be made goats by th,e anthra- 
cite magnates, many of whom never 
saw the inside of a mine. 

* * * * 

Labor department of the United 
States government has issued a re- 
port showing that a permanent stand- 
ing unemployed army of over 2,000,- 
000 workers exists in this country, 
In dull periods this number is natu- 
rally increased. A statement was giv- 
en out in Philadelphia lately to the 
effect that there are 70,000 idle men 
in that city. In New York, Chicago 
and other large centers the authori- 
ties are already beginning to wonder 
iiow provision can be made to allevi- 
ate suffering and distress among tho 
poor the coming winter. 

* * * * 

When the call is made for the 666,- 
000 men who are to compose the 
new army that our peaceful president 
is said to favor, we hope a good ex- 
ample will be set by the distinguish- 
ed official family at Washington by 
volunteering to enlist. Likewise we 
hope we are not expecting too much 
in urging that the Messrs. Rockefel- 
ler, Morgan, Schwab, Du Pont, Frick, 
Vanderbilt, Gould, Armour, Swift, Hill, 
and the several thousand other multi- 
millionaire patriots, who own or -con- 
trol nearly everything tangible and 
intangible, in this mighty country, 
also display their good faith by be- 
ing the first in joining the army and 
preparing to tlftht for their country. 
Should our humble advice be follow- 
ed and become -fche custom, we would 
be willing to bet a billion that this 
country never will engage in a war 
with a»V ijajfoifedi* earth. , - v 



One American is recognized by the 
universities of Europe as one «f the 
world's great scientists. That Ameri- 
can is LEWIS H. MORGAN, the au- 
thor of this book. He was the pio- 
neer writer on the subject. His con- 
clusions have been fuHy sustained by 
later investigators. - • 

This work contains a full and clear ex- 
planation of many vitally important facts, 
without which no intelligent discussion of 
the "Woman Question" is possible. It 
shows that the successive marria.ee cus- 
toms that have arisen have corresponded to 
certain definite industrial conditions. The 
author shows that it is industrial changes 
that alter the relations of the aexes, and 
that these changes are still going r.n. He 
shows the historical reason for the "double 
standard of morals" for men and women, 
over which reformers have wailed in vain. 
And he points the way to a cleaner, freer, 
happier life for women in the future, 
through the triumph of the working class. 
All this is shown indirectly through histori- 
cal facts ; the reader is left to draw his 
own conclusions. 

Cloth, 586 large pages, gold stamp- 
ing. Until lately this book could not 
be bought for less than $4. The pub- 
lishers' price at present for the book 
alone is $1.50. 



■^HE INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL- 
IST REVIEW is the oldest illus- 
trated Socialist magazine in the world. 

For over 15 years the REVIEW 
has been in the front in every work- 
ing class struggle with pictures and 
stories of the fi;;lit. It aims to report 
to the workers of the world every new 
tactic, or new theory of the working 
class and it will be content with noth- 
ing less than the abolition of the wage 
system. 

Every month it prints news and pho- 
tographs of the newest inventions that 
are transforming industry and making 
industrial history; articles on popu- 
lar science and news of the class 
struggle all over the world. The RE- 
VIEW will keep you in touch with 
history in the making. Subsciiption 
price $i. 



THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 1 year 50c . 

THE REVIEW, 1 year .$1.00 ) 

ANCIENT SOCIETY, postpaid. $1.50 S- 



.$3.00 



All for 
$1.00 



We have just made an arrangement by which we are enabled to make 
the above offer — the biggest value ever offered in Socialist literature. Fill 
out the blank below: 



The American Socialist, 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago: 
I enclose $1,50, for which please mail a copy, of "Ancient Society" 
and enter my name for "The American Socialist" and the International 
Socialist Review* for one year. 



Name Address 

Postofflce ~. State. 



Wisconsin labor people have be- 
come interested in another report or* 
the cost of living that has just been 
made public. The least amount for 
which a family of eight can be de- 
cently fed, clothed and housed in Mil- 
waukee is $71.24 a month, or $854.88 
a year. This amount is fixed as the 
minimum standard for health, effi- 
ciency and moral welfare after an 
investigation conducted for a whole 
year by a committee of the Central 
Council of Social Agencies. No al- 
lowance is made in these figures, for 
recreation, church or other organisa- 
tion dues, school tuition or protract- 
ed illness. The monthly estimate of 
$37.31 for food is based upon a sci- 
entific study of food expenditure of 
500 families of workingmen in Buffa- 
lo. The fuel allowance is fixed at 
$3.50 a month (one stove), and 50 
cents a month for lighting. Cloth- 
ing, fixed at $15 a month, provides 
for $3 a month for each parent and 
$1.50 for each child. The report is 
proving an eye-opener for those 
thoughtless persons Who have been 
shouting prosperity from the house- 
tops. 



The EsthonianSocialists 

By Andrew PronapiM. 



A conference of the Esthonian So- 
cialists of the Eastern States has been 
held in New York for the purpose of 
finding more effective means of So- 
cialist propaganda among the Estho- 
nian workers. The recommendations 
of the conference will be sent to the 
various organisations for the refer- 
endum of membership. 

The Esthonians come from Russia, 
where they inhabit the Baltic prov- 
inces south of Finnish Gulf. They 
number a little over one million and 
are related to the Finnish race. There 
are from five to ten thousand Estho- 
nians in the United States. These 
people are scattered thruout the va- 
rious States and in the Dominion of 
Canada. The largest groups of the 
Esthonians are livintr in New York 
Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, San, 
Francisco, and in Alberta, Canada: 
They are engaged in different trades, 
and* there is no predominant occupa- 
tion. In Russia their chief occupa- 
tion is agriculture. 

Growth of Movement. 

The Socialist propaganda among 
the Esthonian workers is about ten 
years old. Its recent growth and prog- 
ress found its origin in the Russian 
revolution of 1905. The revolutionary 
years forced many Esthonians to 
leave their old country and to seek 
a new home fn America. These polit- 
ical refugees continued their activi- 
ties in America, and it is thru their 
work that there, are about ten Estho- 
nian Socialist organizations now in 
America. 

•The delegates of the New York 
conference came to a -unanimous con- 
clusion, that it is necessary to affili- 
ate the Esthonian Federation with the 
Socialist Party. At present time there 
are about 150 dues-paying members in 
all Esthonian organisations. Some 
of these organizations are already an 
integral part of the Socialist Party. 
Thus the organizations in Philadel- 
phia and Boston constitute regular 
branches of. the Socialist Local. In 
other cities they work independently. 

The reports of the delegates made 
it clear that the organizations that 
are affiliated with the Socialist Party 
are more active and do better work 
than those that work independently. 
It was this reason and also a real en- 
thusiasm and desire to step into the 
firing line that brought the delegates 
to a unanimous conclusion that the 
affiliation with the Socialist Party is 
an imperative, necessity. This rec- 
ommendation will be put to the ref- 
erendum of membership, and it is 
hoped that the affiliation with the So- 
cialist Party will become a reality 
in fhe near future. 

Discuss Weekly. 

The other chief topic of the -con- 
ference was .Uus Ilm, the Esthonian 
Socialist weekly, published by the Es- 
thonian Publication, Society -m New 
Yovk.s It was founded in 190^,-th* 



present editor being Hans Pogelman, 
one of the Czar's political offenders, 
who was sent to Siberia for his So- 
cialistic opinions.; Uu? Ilm is a four- 
page newspaper; subscription rates 
$3 a year; single copies 7 cents. Tho 
the subscription rate? Are high, vhe 
paper does not pay itself, and „pne - 
half of all its expenses are. covered 
by donations and by the incomes from 
fairs and picnics undertaken for the 
benefit of Uus Hm. 

Ihe paper has now about 500 sub- 
scribers, and it is estimated that th.3 
paper has lost about 50 readers on 
account of the European war. Those 
CO are the persons who think that 
Uus Ilm does not sufficiently condemn 
alleged German atrocities. T*he con- 
ference, however, endorsed the atti- 
tude of the paper on the European 
war, which is the same as that of 
other Socialist publications, and fur- 
ther recommended tu adhere to the 
platform of the Socialist Party. A 
protest against jingoism and pre- 
paredness was sent to President Wil- 
son. 



The Socialist City Council of Two 
Harbors, Minn., has voted to purchase 
6,000 tons of coal and sell it direct 
to the people at a municipal coal yard 
virtually at cost. As might be ex-' 
pected, some of the coal dealers are 
crying out in woe against this inva- 
sion of individual initiative, incentive, 
destruction of marriage, busting of 
the home, etc. It is the rankest kind 
of Socialism and the people won't 
stand for it. So there! 




Ves, you may keep 
Ihis new Edison— and 
your choice of records too. for only a single dollar. 
Fay the balance at rate of only a few cents a day. 
ffuiA fVfnf Try the new Edison In soar 

buy. Har« *U th« Bo west entertainmAnt*. Ent*rt*w your 
friend*. We will uad It to you without a pmnr dawn. . 

end pletoree of n*w Edison phonographs. No obHcntiona- 

IV K. MMON, Eiito* Phtnoarupk Outribtiiart 
atWitelaee Wet, CMaaee, mioote 



WOULD YOU 

■how thisstandardhi«h grade 
fully visible typewriter to 
your friends and let them 
Bee wherein it exeella any 
other $100 typewriter, 
l it by doinc this and ren- 
dering, other small amiet* 
- . _aoe, yon could easily earn one 
to Keep alfair own .Then by post card 
er letter to as simply eay "Mail Particulars." 

WOQOSTOCK TmWWTPt CO., jj\0. 14, ,WM*tt*,M, 
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to place our 
lavors, etc., in 
appoint agents. 
Our Cremey concentrated Food Flavors 
are made without alcohol. They are All 
Flavor, rich and sweet — about ten times 
the strength of ordinary extracts. Saves , 
consumer 80 per cent. EGGINE takes 
the place of eggs In baking and cooking 
at less than 9c a dor. A pure food pro- 
duct of the highest quality. Very conven- 
ient. Always Fresh, satisfaction certain. 
Trial pkg. 10c postpaid. Particulars free. 
An exceptional opportunity. Write now. 

CHAS. T. MORR1SSEY CO., 
4403 Madison St., Chicago. 111. 





Sales Agent 



Smupmntnandlad Kn'mu^luon, for propofl- 

*». Tiovelty Cutlery Oo. 287 Bar St., tistiia. 0. 



*20 INVESTED NOW MAY MAKE $2,00». 

Terms $1 monthly. We will drill for oil 
WHERE OIL is ; in field WHERE MILLIONS 
ARE BEING MADE. By our new plan you Bet 
deed to land and interest in wells. Write to-day 
BENNETT CO-OPERATIVE CO.. 498 First 
National Bank, Houston, Texas. 



44 VALUABLE RECIPES 
For making inks, perfumes, polishes, etc., of 
materials kept by druggists, sent postpaid for 
26 cents. \ 

!H. A. BROWN, 
Caswell Blk.. Milwaukee, Wis. 



New Feather Beds Only $140 

S sews Hstssr nRsws HM tar aitr. Now cu»n. Odorless, 
9»nlb»ry end Duatleaa Feathers. Beat Ticking. SaMsfac. 
tloo gusrsDteed. Write for FREg catalag and oar wonderful 
FREE OFFER. Agsstt wanted. , , , 
MVflKM FEMKI » NLUW CO., Ssil.ltll2 •retsaters, I. • 

@^©; SEE RIGHT 

Ten year goldHTlediipectacle*. large "see rlglit" crTstat 
lenses and case. One Dollar. F.ye test, frame tit anil clr- 
oaiarasentfree. «i«..tGUWHT; ei» S^SwltrW, Uaetla, g5,(i5 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year* 
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"Ford'Mng it for Socialism 



By Max Sherover 



NOTE, — We have published many excellent articles on the great work of organ- 
izing the forces of Socialism. Here is an interesting story by. Max Sherover, telling 
of the unusual success he met with in hia novel propaganda tour. Comrade Sher- i 
over has written this article by request especially for The American Socialist. We 
hope it may give other Socialists some excellent ideas oh how to better organize 
their forces to carry the Socialist message to the Henry Dubs of the nation. 



THE soap box is dead! Long 
live the automobile! 
-This is an ajre of efficiency. 
Ve do and are being done efficiently, 
'he battle cry is EFFICIENCY. We 
at, sleep, drink, work efficiently. We 
re robbed efficiently. And we kill 
fficiently with a minimum of waste, 
.nd the ever-convenient Socialist 
oap box is doomed by efficiency. The 
oap box has served its time. It has 
•ullived its usefulness and must be 
elegated to the scrap heap or the 
Juseum of Ancient Methods of Agi- 
sting. 

The new way is the automobile way. 

"What?" do I hear a comrade ask. 
'You mean to say that working; class 
igitators, spreading the message of 
proletarian revolt, speaking to prole- 
:arians from an automobile? And 
,ravelirig by automobile?" "Yes," say 
[. "But that's capitalistic; its aristor 
;ratic," he retorts. 

Well, brethren, if automobiles are 
lot proletarian thon why let our 
speakers travel by train? Why not 
make them go by stage coach ov :«*ke 
them "hoof it," or, to be more prole- 
tarian, why not make them ride the 
rods or a side-door Pullman? 

For a long time I observed the man- 
ner in which our speakers were trav- 
eling about the country, paying rail- 
road ' fares, catching a train after a 
meeting because it was the only train 
out of that town, rising at all sorts 
of hours in an effort to make rail- 
road connections, missing trains, dis- 
appointing comrades, canceling meet- 
ings. The inability to carry along 
sufficient literature, the inconvenience 
of carrying baggage, the difficulty in 
attracting a street corner audience, 
etc., are all the by-products that tho 
speakers and the organization reap. 

I have seen a speaker here and 
there go out on a short tour in an 
automobile and get decidedly better 
results. But the experiences of these 
comrades were not sufficient to on- 
able one to pass judgment on the mer- 
its of the proposition. So I decided 
to make an experiment. 

The experiment lasted four months. 
It was tried under unfavorable con- 
ditions and proved a decided success. 
Hence the first line of this article. 

GETTING BEADY. 

On July 6 Comrade Anna R. 
Sherover and I bought a machine 
and left New York. We decided at 
the outset that the Socialist Party 
ought not to pay the cost of an ex- 
periment. So we undertook to pay 
our living expenses, maintenance of 
machine, insurance on it, pay for the 
wear and tear of it out of the pro 
coeds of street meetings. Our reli- 
ance was on literature sales and col- 
lections. After a while we ceased 
to call for collections. The literature 
sales did it all. 

To go into details would be a waste 
of time and valuable space. So I 
will just summarize the facts. 

I must state, however, th3t just in 
a few cases did we have the full co- 
operation of the comrades or locals, 
and it is well that it was so. Be* 
cause that gave the trip a more se- 
vere test. In most cases lack of 
co-operation was not exactly the fault 
of the comrades. Because in only one 
State were we routefl by the State 
Secretary, while in the others we had 
to make our own dates and in some 
cases we did not even do that. We 
just came into town and held a meet- 
ing without even knowing whether 
there was a local in town or not. 

Statistics are usually dry. But 
these are not. Here they are: 

STATES COVERED. * 
Connecticut, New York, Ohio 

And Indiana. And 3 city or two 
. in Massachusetts, Pennsylvania 

and Illinois. 
Held 35 noon-hour factory gate 

meetings and 91 evening street 

meetings in 46 towns. 
Out of 112 days on the road 

we had 28 days of bad weather, 

on which meetings could not be 

held. 

At only 19 out. of 126 meetings 
did we find it necessary to call 
for a collection. 

We sold a total of 6,387 books, 
of which 5,194 were 10-cent and 
1,193 were 25-cent books. 

And gave out 4,0C0 pieces of 
free literature. 

The literature sales ranged 
from $1.30 at one meeting to 
$32.20 at another. 

Cincinnati is the town where 
we broke all our own previous 
records for literature sales, while 
IJtica, New Haven, Hartford, 
Pittsfield, Syracuse, Rochester, 
Buffalo, Erie, Akron, Dayton and 
Indianapolis run pr«ity close be- 
hind. 

Advantages in Going by Auto. 

1. Could go when, where and at 
a time most convenient to us and 
not according to a time table. 

2. Carried quantities of literature 
that would be impossible to carry oth- 
erwise, thus eliminating heavy ex- 
press charges. 

3. Carried along signs which can 
be mounted on the machine, thus an- 
nouncing the meetings, subject of lec- 
ture, etc. In this manner we solved 
the problem of getting a crowd. No 
sooner did we hoist our seven-foot 
high sign than the crowd was there. 

4. Saved two items of railroad 
fares. 

5. By actual figures I found main- 
tenance of machine, garage, tire cost, 
etc., to be much more economical than 
if "we had tried to cover the same ter- 
ritory by railroad. 

I may add that the Machine was of 
great advantage in attracting and 
holding people who would not have 
stopped otherwise. The average 
Henry Dubb respects an automobile 
And the Henry Dubbs we encounter- 
ed on the road, much to our surprise, 
stood for two and three hours and 
listened to us while we were telling 
them why they were members of the 
Dubb family. And, strange as it 
may seem, they liked it and even dug 
down into their jeans and bought a 
book, simply because it came from a 
man who stood on »n, automobile. 
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Committee of motions propoaing to r.ubmit 
questions to referendum." 

The motion of Beardsley ' was . >eco»ided by 
Wilkins of Ohio, Allen of Pennsylvania, Mat- 
tali! of New Mexico, Rovellsn of 3outh Caru- 
llna, Clavk of Idaho, and McCrillia of Iow», 
No appeal was taken bir Comrade Beardsley,, 
and the irotion was not subiritted to a vote. 

The ruling of the Executive Committee, 
quoted above, was made to apply to the Irish 
amendment to the Beardsley motion. It was 
seconded by William? of California, Canright 



of Nebraska, Tiller of North Carolina, Slay- I not voting, 18. 



ton, IMd, Reveiief, Bell, Ambler, Suitor, Kat- 
terfeld, Sadler. Total voting Yes, 26. 

Voting No-. Beardsley, Norton, Des Roeher. 
Kirkpatrick, Rodriguez, Wattles, McCrillis, 
Brewer, Jones, Raymond, Garver, Duncan, 
Demarest, Strebel, Ruthenberg, Holt, Maurer, 
Terlisner, Burgess, Bcrger. Total voting No, 
20. 

. Not Voting: Finke, Johnston, Wilk, Sted- 
man,' Nuorteva, Bocwer, Warnock, Kisjancn, 
Whatey, Nichols, Goebel, Hillquit, Lunn, Bou- 
din, Leeland, Kintzer, Seidel, Gilleard. Total 



Motion No. 20, carried. 

On National Committee Motion No. 21: 

"That the Information Department and the 
Literature Department be discontinued as sep- 
arate departments, and that such of their ao- 
tho ruling of the Executive Committee should 1 tivities as in the judgment of the Executive 
be sustained was as follows : ■ | Secretary are absolutely essential to the wel- 

fare of the party be continued under the di- 



ton of Pennsylvania, Roid of Rhode Island, 
Katterfeld of Washington, Sadler of Washing- 
ten. Revelise of South Carolina, and Finke of 
Arkansas An appeal was rakeij by Iri*h, and 
hubmitted to a vote of your committee en 
Sept. 24, closing Oct. 15, i'he vote on whether 



Letters from "American Socialist" Readers 




ley. Norton. McCrillis. Irish, Neistadt, Garver, 
Latimer, Duncan, Canright. Hillouit, Wilkins, 
Hamilton, Alien, Reid, Bevel iso, Terlisner. 
Katterfeld, Sadler, Kintzer. Total votive No. 



OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
National Referendum*. 
By Local Central, Seattle. Wash: 

To amend Sec, s), Article X, of the Na- 
tional Constitution by striking out the word 
two and insert one instead, thus lowering the 
requirements for becoming candidates for po- 
litical offices from two years' to one year's 
continued membership. 

By Local Dei Moines: 

"That the National Constitution be amend- 
ed by suspending for 1916 all sections con- 
flicting with the decision of this motion: For 
holding a National Convention in 1916 con- 
sisting of 100 delegates apportioned as pro- 
vided in Art. IX of the National Constitution." 

88 members in good standing. 

Published for seconds Oct. 30, 1915 

.Bv Local Tacoma No. 1, Washington: % 

"That the Socialist Party of the Uilted 
States of America, take the following Btmul 
on the question of war: 1 

"We are not opposed to all war, nor are 
we opposed to fighting under all circum- 
stances, and any declaration to the contrary 
would disqualify « us as revolutionists. When 
we say that we are opposed to war we mean 
ruling class war, for the i-uling class is the 
only class that makes war. It matters not to 
us whether the war be offensive or what other 
lying excuse is invented for it, we are opposed 
to it and would be shot for treason before 
we would enter such a war. 

"Socialist congressmen would be shot be- 
fore they would vote a dollar for such a war. 

"Capitalist wars for capitalist conquest and 
capitalist plunder must be fought by the capi- 
talists themselves as far as w« are concerned, 
and upon that question there can be no com- 
promise and no misunderstanding of the. Par- 
ty's position. 

"We have no country to fight for; our coun- 
try is the earth and we are citizens of the 
world. 

"We would not violate our principles for a 
God, much less for a crazy kaiser, a savage 
czar, a degenerate king, or a gan« of pot- 
bellied parasites. 

"But while we have not a drop of blood 
to shed for the oppressors of the working 
class and the robbers of the poor, the thieves 
nnd the looters, the brigands and murderers 
whose debauched misrule is the crime of the 
ages, we have hearts-full to Bhed for their vic- 
tims when it shall be needed in the war for 
their liberation. 

"Being proletarian revolutionists, we cannot 
become capitalist soldiers. We do not belong 
to the regular army of the plutocracy, but to 
the irregular army of the people. We shall 
refuse to obey any command from the ruling 
class to fight, but we shall not wait to be 
commanded when it comes to fight for the 
working class. 

"We are opposed to every war hut one: 
we are for that war hearts and soul, and 
that is the world-wide war of the social revo- 
lution. In that war we are prepared to fight 
m any way the ruling class may make neces- 
sary, even to the barricades." 

Comment : 

'We have borrowed this declaration from 
Comrade Eugene V. Debs. It is practically 
verbatim his individual declaration as pub- 
lished in The Appeal to Reason, being mere- 
ly changed in pronouns so as to apply to the 
Party instead of to Debs. It presents, In our 
opinion, the only position that the party can 
consistently take without being charged with 
false pretenses. It is to be hoped that the 
secretaries of the locals will consider it of 
sufficient importance to bring it before their 
respective memberships for endorsement. Our 
Platform speakers, as well as the average 
home-made agitators, should have an idea of 

^''n* *fe r J"\ k *Jl d flle of th « organisation 
really think in the matter of war. It is 
impossible to expect that a majority of the 
Socialist voter* will, in case of war, act in 
accordance with this declaration, but it is 
absurdly reprehensible that the individual So- 
cialist who wishes to act homogeneously, has 
no criterion to go by. As an organization we 
cannot, after war has begun, take any ac- 
tion consistent with Socialist principles with- 
out subjecting ourselves to the charge of high 
treason, if we escape mob assassination." 

21 members in good standing. 

Published for seconds Oct. 30, 1915. 

By 15th Ward, Polish Branch. Chicago, III.: 

Amendment to the National Constitution : 

Any member of the Socialist Party who ad- 
vocates militarism or war or unites with 
and supports organizations of unsocialistic 
tendencies, shall be expelled from the Party. 

82 members in good standing. 

Published for seconds Oct. 23, 1916. 

SECOND8 TO ItEFERENDUMS 
Received Since Last Publication. 
B3 J M«ho: (Proposing an amend- 

m f n V to . 1 t , he constitution of the United States 
which will take the power to declare war from 
the congress and place it in the hands of the 
peop c to be exercised by direct ballot.) First 
published Aug. 21. 1915. Seconded by: Li- 
thuanian Br., Mahonoy City, Pa. 

n, By ioY?1? , V- 0, 3 to i, (Proposing to abolish 
the 1916 National Convention). First pub- 
lished Aug. 14, 1915. Seconded by: Liver- 
more, Ky. ; Cambria Co., Pa. 

Clncin " at i. Ohio: (Proposing that the 
Ju 16 *, 50 ."^ 11 .*'!" be dispensed with, and that 
the National Executive Committee draft plat- 
form for submission to the memliership for 
referendum vote). First published Aug. 21 
1915. Seconded by: Connersvillc, Ind. : La 
Crosse, Wis. : Marietta, Ohio. 
• u B 1u T "t* w " No ', *♦ W«»h»»«ton: (To abol- 
ish the Information Department of the Na- 
tional Office). First published Sept. 11, 1915 
Seconded by: La Crosse, Wis. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS. 
_ , Chicago, III., Oct. 23, 1915. 

To the State Secretaries. 

Dear Comrade: The call for nominations 
for the following officers is to be sent out on 
Nov. 1 : 

Candidates for president and vice presi- 
dent. 

Five members of the National Executive 
Committee. 
National Executive Secretary. 
We have shipped to you your quota of nom- 
ination blanks, and I would urge you to 
g*t them to your locals as soon as possible. 
The blanks,, properly filled out, must be filed 
in this office not later than December 10 if 
they are to be counted. 

If your shipment of blanks does not ar 
rive promptly, kindly notify this office. 
Yours fraternally, 

WALTER LANFERSIEK, 
Executive Secretary. 



! Not Voting: Griffiths, Will;. Stedman. Brew- 
1 er, Stark, Jones, Nuorteva, Ilcewer. R^sanen, 
I Warnock, Wattlvs, Whaley, Goebel, Lunn, Bou- 
idin. Strebel, Ruthcnbai-jr. Holt, Sinclair, Mau- 
I ror, Slayton, Leeland, Ambler, Suitor, Seidcl, 
' Gilleard. Total not votln t -, £C. 

The riling of the Executive Committee is, 
therefore, revarseij. I am submitting to a 
vote' of your committee the Irish amendment 
to the Beardsliiy motion : 

National Committee, Motion No. 27. 
By Irish of Maine: 

"That the National Committee recommend 
to the party membership the following alter- 
native resolutions as the basis of a party 
referendum : 

"BE IT RESOLVED, by the Socialist Party 
of the United States that in case of war be- 
tv.'een the United States and Mexico as a re- 
sult of the invasion or ocevnntion of Mexican 
territory by the military or naval forces of 



RULES FOB THIS DEPARTMENT. 

The National Committee of the Socialist 
Party in providing for an Open Forum 
in The American Socialist ruled that: 

"Recommendation No. 6.— An open forum 
to contain communications from party 
members or 'organizations on disputed 

Saint* of party policy, views and tactics, 
Fo personal attacks or abuse or intemper- 
ate language shall be allowed. No commu- 
nication In the Open Forum shall exceed 
300 words," 

Contributors to this department will fa- 
ell its te matters considerably by caretul.y 
observing this rule. 



JUSTICE FOR LAWSON.— Whv I 



course, to the decision of tho prima 
lies which were held Sept. 2. 



Slayton, Raid, Ambler, Suitor, Katterfeld, Sad' 
ler, Klntajr, Gilleard. Total voting Yes, 36. 

Voting No: Kirkpatrick, Wnttlcn, McCril- 
lis, Duncan, Canright, Metcalf, Maurer, Rev- 
elise, Terlisner, Bell, Burgess, Berger. Total 
voting No, 12. 

Not Voting: Connolly, Johnston, Wilk, Irish, 
Nuorteva, Rissanen, Whaley. Goebel, Hill- 
quit, Limn, Boudin, LeSueur, Stveift", Sin- 
clair. Allen, Leeland, $eidel. Total not vot- 
ing, 17. 

Motion No. 21, carried. 

On National Committee Motion No. 22: 

"That communication be at once opened with 
the Rand School of New York City. w|th a 
view to transferring the data and functions 
of the Information Department to that in- 
stitution." 

Voting Yes: Robertson, Williams, Griffiths* , 
Wilk, McCrillis, Irish, Canright, Metcalf, Le- 1 
Sueur, Hamilton, Sinclair; Allen, Reid, Lee- 
land. Bell, Sadler,' Kintser. Total voting Yes, 
17. 

Voting No: Beardsley, Norton, Johnston,, 
Pes Rochor, Clark, Kirkpatrick, Rodriguez," 

, . . Stodman, Wattles, Brewer, Stark, Jones, Nel- 

the United States, or rosulf.i.ip; from ,.ny policy ; stadt. Roewer, Warnock. Latimer, Raymond, 
I of intervention by the frovrrnment oV vhe I Garver, Duncan, Nichols, Goebel, Demarest, 
I United States in the internal nffniv* ot U\e ^filler, Wilkins, Ituthenberg. Holt, StreifC. Mau- 
I Mexican people, the declnrec* policy tf th* i rer, Terlisner, Ambler, Suitor, Burgess, Kat- 
jl arty shall be as follows: I terfeld, Berger, Seidel, Gilleard. Total vot- 

! "(1st) The Socialist Party of the Unitsd ing %Io, 36. 

tates SHALL fJIVE ITS MORAL SUPPORT Not Voting: Connolly, Finke. Nuorteva, 



| he is arrested, let him demand his 
I freedom on the ground that forced 
i servitude is unconstitutional. Let tho 
j whole Socialist Partv back up theso 
j cases and force a decision, and if any 
! court dares to nullify the constitution 
| in these points we shall have a defi- 
ixt i v u , . . 1 nite issue on which to base a cam- 

iJ J"*! h ZZ*P*i ?? A blg VOt , e ,'iPaisn m behalf of one of the few 

but no one expected that he would rig . hts Kuarante ed to PERSONS bv 

f as ne am yu votes more tnan| a constitution whose Historic purpose 

the majority of all cast in the en- !has been to tect PROPERTY. 

w y r fu* C 6 • -*u ♦ u i ' At nrst thought, some one may say 

This, I thmk, is without a parallel that congress £ ou d pa , s a cor J cri p. 
in th,s country. Then our candidate tion )aw \ nd mako if a crime to i 
ior mayor was S. A McKee a man fuse to 8 d w tnus ° ta] ^ 

but little known pub bcally, but .well j advantage of the excepting clause in 

kn °Z i e K S u? " S i tS ' A n ll hC K 8 ! the thirteenth amendment. But such 
on the official ballot, p aced there by jjs not ^ e for jf th t 

a ni°^nn "° * v*"** 0 ™ busi " | sible, there would be nothing to ?re- 
' m u u • i • • 4.1 ' vent a law re-estabiishins? slaverv and 

does this paper'andWothev ^ 
ciahst papers waste m much time and ! fore the primaries wr dug no the en- i m tU Si wCL f * 

,pace hollering for. justice for John dosed resolution from min -ofo. of j fek^^ARTH^ w'c^L- 

councils, and cnculatea the -ity. cost- ; H0TJN Worceste Ma8S> • * 
ing the loss of fully 1,000 votes to . ' 



TO TUB GOVERNMENT IS THE CONDUCT 
OF THE WAR AND SHALL URGK ITS 
MEMBEHS, AND THE WORKING CLASS 
GENERALLY, TO RENDER MILITARY AND 
OTHER SERVICES AND TO RENDER EV- 
ERY POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE AND SUP- 
PORT TO THE GOVERNMENT DURING 
THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR, TO THE 
END THAT IT MAY BE fOUGIIT TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION AND THE 
AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT ACCOMPLISHED. 

"(2nd) The Socialist Party of the United 
States SHALL WITHHOLD ITS MORAL 
SUPPORT FROM THE GOVERNMENT DUR- 
ING THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR AND 
SHALL URGE ITB MEMBERSHIP NOT TO 
RENDER MILITARY OR OTHER SERV- 
ICES, NOR TO ASSIT THE GOVERNMENT 
IN ANY WAY IN THE CONDUCT OI '.THE 
WAR: HOWEVER, THE FARTY SHALL 
CARRY ON NO AGITATION OR CAM- 
PAIGN FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRI^VENT- 
TNG THE WORKING CLASS GENERALLY 
(OUTSIDE OF THE PARTY MEMBERSHIP) 
FROM RENDERING SUCH MILITARY OR 
OTHER SERVICES AND SHALL NOT AT- 
TEMPP TO INTERFERE WITH OR OB- 
STRUCT THE PLANS OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT FOR FIGHTING THE WAR lO A 
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION AND ACCOM. 
PLISHING ITS AIMS AND PURPOSES 

(3rd) The Socialist Party of the United 
States SHALL REFUSE TO SANCTION OR 
ENDORSE THE WAR IN ANY WAY. IT 
SHALL CONDEMN THE GOVERNMENT 
ANP ?HE OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE 
THEREFORE AND SHALL URGE ITS MEM- 
BERSHIP AND THE WORKING CLASS 
! GENERALLY NOT TO VOLUNTARILY 
RENDER MILITARY Oil OTHER SERV-* 
ICES. NOR TO ASSIST THE GOVERNMENT* 
I IN ANY WAY DURING THE PROGRESS 
OF THE WAR. AND IT SHALL USE ALL 
!lTS MEANS TO PREVENT AND FRUS- 
TRATE THE PLANS OF THE GOVERN- 
I MENT I OR SECURING THE SUPFORT OR 
[ ASSISTANCE OF THE WORKING CLASS : 
! TO THE END THAT THE WAR RS 
BROUGHT TO A CLOSI'^FOR THE 3ENE- 
! yi'f OF THE WORKING CLASS OF BOTH 
i NATIONS. 

"Upon the adoption of any one of th'.-thrce 
resolutions it shall be the .juty of the Execu- 
tive Seci«tary to furnish the press with cop- 
ies of the resolution adopted, accompanied by 
a manifesto proimred. by the Executive Com- 
mittee, s*ttinK forth the reason for thU posi- 
tion of the party and a concise argument in 
favor thereof. 

"Upon declaration of war, or a state of 
war existing without format declaration, it 
shall be the duty of the Executive Secretary 
and the Executive Committee to immediatcL' 
carry out the purpose and intent of the reso- 
lution adopted, by carrying on an active cam- 
paign in favor thereof, usinr Tha American 
Socialist, the party speakers, and all avenues 
oi' party activity in «arryinjr »mt the of- 
ficial policy of the p»rty ns set forth In th» 
resolution adopted. 

"The privately owned Socialist papers shall 
be urgred to endorse and support the party of- 
ficials in this work, and no state, county or 
lecal organization shall ndnpt any resolutions 
or carry on any campaign contrary to this 
policy. 

"Writers, speakers and other persons cr pa- 
pers under the direction of the National Or- 
ganization, or any of its sijb-oi'Kaniiations. 
in accoritance with and for the purpose of 
carrying out the policy of the party, shalt 
receive the moral support of the orirarJzation 
and in carrying on such work shall be pro- 
tected and defended in every possible way and 
to the ful! extent of the partv resourei-s. 

"Writers, speakers and other persons cr pa- 
pers carrying or, any agitation or activity 
contrary to the declared policy of the party 
shall be repudiated by the party officials and 
shall receive no moral or fll ancial atsfctance 
[in support or defense of them or their actions 
! from the National Organization or from* any 
.if its :;ub-divisions." 

Vote closes Nov. 9. Ballot inclosed. 



Ris'sanen, Whaley, Hillquit, Lunn, Moudtu 
Strebel, Slayton, Rcvclise. Total not voting, ; 
11. 

Motion No. 22, lost. I 
On National Committee Motion Ne. J3 : ; 

"That immediately after the adoption of Mo- , 
tions 20 and 21. the Executive Secretary | 
stand instructed to prepare and nubmtf; to j 
the National Committee such list of employes 
(with wages and duties) as he considers nec- 
essary for the proper conducting of tho busi- 
ness of the National Office, this schedule to 
beeome operative upon its approval by mo- 
tion and vote of the National Committee.' 

Voting Yes: Robertson, Beardsley, Des Ro- 
cher, Wilk, Stedman, Stark, Irish. JSfeiptadt. 
Warnock, Canright.- Metcalf, Hamilton, .Holt. 
Streiff. Allen, Reid, Revelise. Ambler, Sad- 
ler, Kint*er. Total voting Yes, B0. 

Voting No: Williams, Norton, Johnston, 
Clark. Kirkpatrick, Wattles. McCrillis, Jones. 
Roewer, Latimer. Raymond, Garver, Duncan, 
Nichols, Goebel, Demarest, Tiller, LeSueur, 
Wilkins. Ruthenberg, Sinclair, Maurer, Terhi- 
ner, Bell, Suitor, Burgess, Katterfeld, Berger, 
Gilleard. Total voting No, 20. 

One ballot received without signature. 

Not Voting: Connolly, Finke, Griffiths, Rod- 
riguez, Brewer, Nuorteva, Rissanen, Whaley, 
Hillquit, Lunn, Boudin, Strebel, Slayton, Lee- 
land, Seidel. Total not voting, 15. 

Motion No. 28, lost. 



On National Committee Motion No. 24 : 1 

"That, the letter sent out to the National j 
Committee by Comrades J. L. Engdabl, Carl i 
D. Thompson and Ralph Komgold, stating 
the grave conditons existing in the National 
Office at this time, holding that the present 
Executive Secretary is wholly irresponsible and 
demanding his recall, be filed for informa- 
tion and taken up aK the regular convention 
of the National Committee in May, 1910." 

Voting Yes: Finke, Beardsley, Wilk. Rodri- 
guez, Stedman, McCrillis, Stark, Jones, Nei- 
stadt, Roewer, Warnock, Latimer, Raymond, 
Garver, Duncan, Canright, Nichols, Tiller, 
Wilkins, Hamilton, Streiff, Allen, Reid, Reve- 
lise. Katterfeld, Berger. Gilleard. Total vot- 
ing Yes, 2T. " „, , 

Voting No : Williams, Norton, Clark, kirk- 
patrick, Wattles, Brewer, Goebel, Demarest, 
Metcalf, LeSueur, Sinclair, Maurer, Terlis- 
ner, Bell, Burgess, Kintzer. Total voting 
No, -16. 

Not Voting: Connolly, Robertson, Griffiths, 
Johnston, Dea Rocher, Irish, Nuorteva, Ris- 
sanen, Whaley, Hillauit, Lunn, Boudin. Stre- 
bel, Ruthenberg, Holt, Slayton, Leeland, Am- 
bler, Suitor, Sadler, Seidel. Total not votim?, 
21. 

Motion No. 24, carried. 



Lawson,and other "labor leaders" ar 
rested for violation of capitalist State 
lawSj when the fact is those same 
fellows are getting just exactly the 
kind of justice they vote for and en- 
courage others to vote for? I know 
that to be sentenced to the peniten- 
tiary for life is a very bitter pill 
to swallow, but it is a ptll Which they 
helped to make themr.elves. There is 
not one "labor leader" in Colorado 
that I know of who would not stick 
his right-hand in a fire and burn it 
off clear "up to the e,3bow before he 
would vote a Socialist ballot. If I 
voted for something and got what I 
voted for I'd take my medicine like 
a 'man, I swear like Billy Sunday I 
would. It's a waste of timje and val- 
uable space which might be used to 
better advantage, [oave the "labor 
fakirs" alone as long as they get what 
they vote for. Why should Social- 
ists worry? — T. J. $R0WN, Denver, 
Colo. 

* + .it 

BY THE EDITOR: — The writer 
seems to lose sight of the fact that 
the Socialist movement is a working 
class movement. The more enlight- 
ened among the workers triust bear 
the burden of the struggle imposed 
by the ignorance of the great mass. 
John R. *Lawson was sent to prison 
for life because he took a leading 
part in a great struggle of labor. 
He was made to suffer in spite* of 
the fact that he was a Democrat. 
Lawson was deprived of his liberty 
because the Rockefeller interests de- 
manded it so, in spite of the fact 
that in the 1912" presidential cam- 
paign he served on the State advis- 
ory committee of the Democratic par- 
ty that helped elect Governor Am- 
nions and the whole Democratic State 
ticket. 

Lawson was sent to prison in a 
working class struggle, and" If Law- 
son can be deprived of his liberty 
because Wall Street and 2(i Broad- 
way want it so, then the liberty of 
every one who has the courage to 
fight the despotism of a moneyed 
oligarth is placed in jeopardy." The 
quotation is taken from an article in 
The American Socialist, May 15, writ- 
ten by Adolph Germer. "It is Law- 
son and Pat Quinlan today. We don't 
knew who_it will be tomorrow. We 
cannot stand Lack :>ccausQ Luwson 
is n,it a Socialist. He is a member 
oJ the working class a id that makes 
our duty clear." 



Fraternally eubmitted. 

WALTER LANFERSIEK. 

Executive Secretary. 



I am submitting to you jierewitli a motion 
by Irish of Maine. This motion I ruled out. of 
order and Comrade Irish appeals from my 
ruling. I am enclosing ballots with the mo- 
tion. The ouestlon to he voted Upon u NOT 
THE MOTION, but the question of SUS- 
TAINING MY RULING. 

Proposed National Committee Motion. 
By Irish of Maine : 

That the Executive Secretary submit the 
following question to the membership : 

"Shall the operation of Article IX of the 
National Constitution (relative to, convention j) 
be suspended fyrr 1916," . 

Comment. 

"It is painfully evident that any attempt 
I to holi a national convention next year and 
! i/iiy traveling expenses and 6h;v\ < f the 
i delegates as the constitution provi .les, will re- 
sult not only in a staggering debt, but also 
in a crippled campaign, for any one at all 
familiar with conditions mu-it realize that it 
| will be impossible to raise the fund for the 
j co-.ivention, either by subscription or assess- 
I rr*nt and then persuado thfe membership ro 
agaii. "dig down' almost iirvne.i* ilo! > for nnor.'fy 
to conduct the campaign. 

"One or the other must be thrown over- 
board. Either we have a convention and NO 
campaign or a campaign nnd no convention. 
Choose whichever horn of the animal suits 
you best 

"In a cridis like this it is no time to stand 
on all the niceties of parliamentary law. The 
welfare of the movement 's more than\ Rob- 
erts' Rules of Order. It is an occasion for 
the exercise of a little common I'cnse, and 
constitution or no con-itituiion, common sens* 
C-elares that this committee- has a right to 
ask its constituency n question." 

National Committee, Motion No. 38. 
(Executive Question.) .■ ' 

QUERY: "Shall the ruling of 'tit* Execu- 
tive Secretary ba sustained?" 

Vote closes Nov. 9, 1915. Ballot inclosed, 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago. 111., Oct. 22, 1916. 
To the National Committee. 
Dear Comrade*: I report* as follows: 
On National Committee Motion No. 25: 
"That the following be adopted as a rule of 
the National Committee: "All meetings of 
the National Committe*. the National Execu- 
tive Committee, and all special and regular 
committees appointed by them, shall be open 
to any member of the Socialist Party in good 
standing.' 

Voting Yes: Robertson, Finke, Williams, 
Beardsley, Des Rocher, Clark. Rodriguez, Sted- 
man, Wattles, Brewer, Stark, Irish, Neistadt, 
Roewer, Warnock, Latimer. Raymond, Garver, 
Canright, Metcalf, Hillquit. Tiller, LeSueur. 
Wilkins, Hamilton, Holt, Sinclair, Streiff, Rev- 
elise, Terlisner, Bell, Ambler, Suitor, Katter- 
feld. Sadler, Berger, Gilleard. Total voting 
Yes, 37. 

Voting No: Norton, Johnston. Wilk, Kirk- 
patrick, McCrillis, Jones, Demarest, Burgess. 
Total voting No, 8. 

Not Voting: Connolly, Griffiths, Nuorteva. 
Rissanen, Duncan, Whaley, Nichols, Goebel, 
Lunn, Boudin, Strebel, Ruthenberg, Allen, 
Maurer, Slayton, Reid, Leeland, Kintzer, Sei- 
del. Total not voting, 19. 

Motion No. 25, carried. 



UNDER COMMISSION GOVERN- 
MENT. — I am of the opinion that a 
few words anent the recent prima- 
ries in this city will be of desided. in- 
terest to the comrades everywhere, 
so I will briefly outlir.c them. 

First— After the "Clark Act" pass- 
ed by the legislature of this state, 
putting third-class cities on the com- 
mission basis of government, this 
city lost all of its Socialist officials 
except W. V. Tyler, who remains 
mayor, but whose term expires in 
December. 

Second — In third-class cities in this 
state, mayors cannot succeed them- 
selves, hence Tyler could not be re- 
nominated for that position, fo he was 
nominated as a candidate for the city 
commission or } council, subject, of 



Mr. Newell, our opponent for mayor. 

Another candidate of ours for the 
council only lost out for official nom- 
ination by 16 votes 

We have not the slightest doubt of 
electing McKee as mayor, for since the 
facts have become known and we have 
acquainted the vbteis with McKee, 
sentiment is swinging to him every 
day. 

The movement hare is better now 
than it has ever been; that :'s, we are 
doing more real educational work and 
less sentimental, and if at any time we 
send out any sentimental or sensa- 
tional matter we either accompany it 
with educational matter or fellow it 
up with such. 

We hammered the old council from 
Bath to Barsheba, and only two of 
Ihem got on the official ballot, one of 
whom was the "boss," who barely 
got on. His margin was so small that 
even the local press calls it a rebuke, 
of the most pronounced character. — 
J. W. ' SLAYTON, Organizer. New 
Castle, Pa. 



COMPULSORY MILITARY SERV- 
ICE UNCONSTITUlIONAL.—While 
the nation is still at peace, the So- 
cialist Party should see to it that 
every citizen is made fully aware of 
the fact that compulsory military 
service is unconstitutional. The thir- 
teenth amendment to the United 
States constitution declares that "in- 
voluntary servitude, except as pun- 
ishment for crime, is forever prohib- 
ited in the United States and j«U places 
subject to its jurisdiction.'' 

Most persons have neve? thought 
of the fact that the only way in 
which we could be compelled to do 
military service would be by a flat- 
footed violation of the constitution 
that would warrant aimed revolution. 
If the thirteenth amendment had been 
in force in 1861 the government could 
not legally have used the draft in 
the Civil War and the drait rioters 
would have been acting as guardian? 
of constitutional rights. 

Now is the time for' a thorogoing 
campaign of education on this point 
It will not do to wait until w;ir breaks 
out. In such an event, excitement 
would be too high to lislen to reason. 
While there is yet time, some test 
cases should, if possible, be worked 
wp. For instance, it is well known 
that on occasion of mob violence th« 
sheriff may summon any citizens t6 
constitute a force for the maintenance 
of law and order. No-w% let some bold 
Socialist caught in that pinch refuse 
to serve and if arrested sue for a 
writ of habeas corpus on the score 
that involuntary servitude 4 s uncon- 
stitutional. Or, some states have a 
law requiring every able-bodied male 
between certain ages to work a num 



CHANGE THE SYSTEM. — I am 
glad to receive many letters referring 
to mine, for it shows many are alive 
to the theme of party organization, 
I am asked to state what I consider 
would be practicing Socialism in party 
affairs, snd in reply would like to say 
that the space allowed in The Forum 
will not permit an intelligent discus- 
sion of such a big subject in one ar- 
ticle, so I am trying to lead up to 
that point, and it would bo useless 
to prescribe for a disease until the 
disease is known and admitted, the 
prescription would only be ridiculed, 
and I consider that when we Social- 
ists are sure of the cause of the dis- 
ease we will together fnd and apply 
the remedy. 

One of the important faits that 
must be remembered in this discus- 
?ion is that a national government is 
like a sea, and every other organiza- 
tion is a minor government, and the 
pea cannot rise above its source. To 
illustrate this: We all know thai our 
national government has accumulat- 
ed such a vast amount of LAWS that 
it is hard to make room to store them, 
and these laws have necessarily cre- 
ated a vast army of parasites, called 
lawyers, but cannot keep up with our 
herd of high-priced professional law- 
makers, that keeps ua workers in pov- 
erty and distress. It has been sug- 
gested by those high up that a rem- 
edy would be to burn the whole mess 
of laws and start over, but if we start- 
ed over with the same old SYSTEM, 
with our up-to-date machinery for 
manufacturing laws, how long would 
it take to get into the same fix? 

Now, compare our party organiza- 
tion, and think of the innumerable 
laws and motions for laws, and some 
comrades asking for easier ways to 
initiate, with all the other complex 
machinery, if you happen to know 
them, and F.ee if it is not an exact 
copy of our national government. So 
how can the sea rise above its source ? 
And remember that our party is only 
one of a multitude to manufacture 
laws. In harmony with this natural 
law, Socialism teaches us most em- 
phatically that the new order must 
come from ALL the people. 

The family being the first minor 
government, every family is a monu- 
ment of the efficiency of the Socialist 
SYSTEM of government. But the 
natural flow from the family has been 
interpreted by a human system that 
breeds nothing but corruption, so that 
the. seas (national governments) are 
nothing but a mass of corruption, so 
rotten from age that it has becomo 
putrid and is now exploding. And in 
spite of all our efforts to put the 
blame on some individuals, the fact 
remains demonstrated that those in- 
dividuals, our rulers, are as much tho 
dupes of the SYSTEM as we are. So 



ber of days on the road each year, > 

with the provision that this labor may i if this is true, let us get together and 
be commuted for cash. Now let some change the SYSTEM, and first in our 
Socialist that has no cash to spare j own little party. — Andrew Allan t Al- 
ref use to work on the road, and if lanton, Fla. 



you fraternal greetings In the hope of the 
new day whose dawn you so bravely herald." 

Ballot for Motion (U) inclosed. Vote closes 
Nov. 2, 1916. 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

* Chicago, 111., Oct. 19, 1955. 
To the Nationul Committee. 

Dear Comrades : The Bea -dsley War. R*solu- 
tions, submitted for consideration of the Na- 
tional Committee, August 27, and proposing to 
submit alternative resolutions to a referendum 
of the i*rty membership, was ruled out of 
order by the Executive Committee in ression 
Sept. tl. 1915. The action taken by the Exec- 
utive Committee on this question, is as fol- 
lows : 

"That the National Secretary be directed 
to declare as not in order und not in conform, 
ity with the National Constitution the sub- 
ir-Stting by the National commute* 'of any 
questions to national refe^-endum • that; under 
Art. XV, See. 1. and Art. XVI, Sec 1, tlw 
manner in which national referenda row he 
s\ib»itt»d to the pnrtjr membership is distinet- 
ly specified and does Mot permit 1 of initiation 
of national referenda t>y the National Com- 
mittee. -The National Secretary is therefore 
instructed to, decl.we oWz of order all ponding' 
or future proposals submitted by* the National 



I am submitting to you hen- with the follow- 
ing motion for vote of your committee: 
National Committee Motion No. 29. 

By Sadler of Washington : 

Seconded by: Katterfeld of Washington. Til- 
ler of North Carolina, Irish ot Main?, Wilkins 
of Ohio, and Williams of California. 

"To add to the rules of thf National Com- 
mittee the following : 

"Neither the National Executive Committee 
nor the Executive Secretary shall declare any 
motion out of order submitted by the National 
Committee." 

Vote closes No*-. 9, 1915. Uallot inclosed- 

I report as follows: 

On National Committee Motion Ne. 20: 
"That the Literature Department and Lecture 
Bureau be merged with the Executive Depart- 
ment, and the Information Department he dis- 
continued from the date of the adoption of 
this motion." 

Voting Yes: Connolly, Robertson, Williams, 
Griffiths, Clark, Stark, Irish, Neistadt, Latt-.,, 
mer, Canright, Metcalf. Tiller, LoBueur, Wfl*" 

kins, Hamilton, Sinclair, Streiff, A^en, J^y* ^w3tlt the International 1 Comrades, we Send 



Comment on National Committee Motion No. j 

29: To add to the rules of the National Com- , 
mittee the following: "Neither tho National 
Executive Committee nor the Executive Sec- I 
retary shall declare any motion ou» of order j 
submitted by the National Committee.' " j 
Irish: "I believe the members of the Na- ! 
tional Committee are as well qualified to pass 
upon the constitutionality of a proposed mo- 
tion as are either the National Executive Com- 
mittee or the Executive Secretary. I agree 
with Comrade Sadler that, we have endured 
interference over long. And I would add- that 
there also arrives a time when patience ceanes 
to he a virtue." 

Fraternally submitted. 

WALTER LANFERSIEK, 

Executive Secretary. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago, 111., Oct. 14, 1916. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades : I submit to you herewith 
the following motion : 

National Executive Committee Motion (T) . 
by Seidel: 

That the Executive Secretary bo requested 
and instructed to gather such information 
regarding the Encampment subject, and con- 
duct ■ such circularizatlon in connection there- 
with as will give the Executive Committee in-i 
formation to base action upon. 
Vote closes Oct. 26. Voting blank inclosed. 
. Fraternally submitted, 

WALTKR LANFERSIEK, 
( Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, 111:, Oct. 80, 1916. 
To the Executive Committee. 

P**r Comrades: I submit to you herewith 
for vote of your committee, the following: 

National Executive Committee Motion (U). 
by LeSwear: 

"That we, the National Executive Commit- 
tee of the Socialist Party of the United States 
of America, extend to the members of the In- 
formal International Socialist Confernce, held 
in October, 1915, at Zimmerwald, Switzer- 
land, oiir earnest approval of the manifesto 
issued hy them, and our personal assurance of 
co-o$eration in attempting to tide the insane 
nationalism that has defeated but not de- 
stroyed the. spirit of International Solidarity 
of Labor. 

"Comrades of the Conference, we refuso with 
you to stand 'On the ground of national soli- 
darity of the exploiting class" : we pledge to 
you our every effort for the re-establishment 
of Labor's international relations 'on the 
grtunff of the international" solidarity of the 
proletariat and" the -cTas* struggle.' . We*fclory 
in yo.ur revolutionary spirit and - actions and 
with all our strength will support your strug- 
gle against imperialism and militarism by 
waging unceasing - War against these monsters 
in our own. land. 
"The InttinationaK has been defeated. UV> 



I report as follows: 

On Motion (Q), by LeSueur: "That $25 per 

month be furnished the Ukranian workers, 
beginning at once, and continuing until the 
next meeting of the Executive Committee." 

Voting Yes : LeSueur, Seidel, Goebel. 

Not. Voting : Germer, Maurer. 

Affirmative action. 

On Motion <R), by Germer: "That the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary be instructed to get lecture 
dates for Comrade Fred D. Warren at Chau- 
tauquas, in line with Comrade Warren's propo- 
sition made last February, which the National 
Executive Committee at tiiat time decided to 
accept." 

Voting Yes: Scidol, Maurer, Germer, Goe- 
bel. 

Voting No : LeSueur. 
Affirmative action. 

Comment by LeSueur: "We should not be j 
extending the activities of the National Of-, 
flee, but curtailing them, leaving everything 
but straight campaign work to -the States." 

On Motion (8), by Germer: "That the 
Executive Secretary be instructed to draft ap- 
propriate resolutions on behalf of the Social- 
ist Party in memory of our valiant com- 
rade, J. -Kier Hardie. who recently passed 
j> way, and that copy be sent to his immedi- 
ate family, a cony ' to the headquarters of the 
British Independpnt Labour Party, and copies 
transmitted to tho,,Socialist publications thru 
the press service." 

Voting Yes : LeSueur, Seidel, Maurer, Ger- 
mer, Goebel. 

Carried unanimously. 

Comment on Motion (T), by Seidel: 

Germer: "The encampments are very ef- 
fective inq&ns to further party organization 
and propaganda. They have strengthened the 
movement wonderfully wherever thry have 
been held. If there is a possibility ( and I 
feel there isi to conduct encampments on a 
larger scale it should be done. The informa- 
tion sought by the motion will give something 
to work on." » 
Fraternally submitted, 

WALTER LANFERSIEK, 

Executive Secretary. - 



PLAIN ENGLISH FOB EVERY DAY 



WHEREABOUTS OF LE GRAND? 

This is to 'try to learn the whereabouts of 
a party known as J. A. LE GRAND, who 
has been taking orders for Socialist books 
and subscriptions for the MELTING POT and, 
it is said, purporting to represent the MELT- 
ING POT. Mr. Le Grand also is very suc- 
cessful in borrowing money from generous 
comrades. He carries with him a prospectus 
for a Socialist colony in British Columbia and 
is ostensibly raising funds to promote the 
colony. There is no post office address given 
in this prospectus and Mr. Le Grand seems 
to leave no forwarding address so no mail 
can reach him. Comrades at Springfield, III., 
"contributed" very liberally to Le Grand, aft- 
er which he worked Quincy. . Leaving there 
Oct. 1 for parts unknown. .Jle is about 45 
years old, 6 feet II inches tall, rather stout, 
neatly dressed, smooth shaven and speaks 
B'rench. 

Under no circumstances should you give 
money tn- any one purporting to represent th< 
Socialist press unless, you are acquainted. 

If Le Grand is in your town please wire 
THE NATIONAL RIP-SAW. 708 Pontine JWdi.^ 
St. Louis, Mo„ at once. f ; ' ' 



Can you find the words 
you want? 

€an you spell? Are you 
a good penman? Can you 
write a good letter? Can 
you say what you want to 
say? 

NO! Then you need our 
course in plain English. 

You had to leave school early — 
This is the course you want. If 
you arc foreign born and just pick- 
ed up your knowledge of English — 
this is the course you need. 

Five Gents a Day! 
A whole year's Course! 
Fifteen Minutes Time! 

104 lessons in all — English, 
Grammar, Spelling, Penmanship, 
Letter Writing, and Composition — 
our own text books written from 
our own viewpoint, iiiled with ex- 
amples and quotations from our 
own literature. The Penmanship 
course is in charge of an expert 
penman and you receive paper, ink, 
pen, everything necessary to sit 
right down and begin. 

* REMEMBER- 

that THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE is 
owned and controlled by the work- 
ing class and is organized for serv- 
ice — not for profit. 

EUGENE V. DEBS, Ciiaircellor 
J. I. SHEPPIRO, President 
ARTHUR IE StEUK, Secretary 

umsiav B0UD: 
. Eugeue V. Debs. 

Frank P. Walsh- Geo. Kirkpatrick. 

Fred D.Warren. Geo. Alien England 

KateO'Hare. Joan M. frork. 

(has. P. Steimnetz. Marian Wharlon 



What our StuMs say: 

One of the best steps I ever Itave taken 
was my decision to study the Plain Eng- 
lish course of The People's College — OUR 
COLLEGE! And I am anxious to advise 
my fellow-workers to do likewise. — OTTO 
MEINE. 



None but those who have taken a coarse 
in The People's College can realise what 
a great work it is doing. — ROBERT COLE. 



I am simply delighted with the lessons 
in Plain English. They have Riven me a 
new grip on life. The future looks bright- 
er to me than ever before — J. FOKREST 
POTTS. 



I have a larger supply of wards and 
can use them better than before I began 
this course. I can spell, write, and pro- 
nounce more accurately. My speech has 
been improved. Stage-fright is a thing of 
the past, and I can understand better the 
spoken and written weVds of others. — 
GUY KING. 

These are. just a few lines of the 
hundreds of letters from those 
who have taken and are taking the 
course in Plain English. All it has 
done for them it will do foa- you, 
and you will never find a better 
day to begin than today. 

Get an education at home in 
your spare time. Courses in Law, 
Bookkeeping, Arithmetic, Short- 
hand, Penmanship, Public Speak- 
ing, Business Law, Music. 



EASY PAYMENTS 

MAIL THIS COUPON NOW. 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, 

FT. SCOTT, KANS.: 

Please send full information regard- 
injr the great combination course in 
Plain ffnelish. 

Name 

Address , . 

State 

Dept. Z. * , 



Cfttfeof tfoitear !Miti& 4© We*&s,125 Cents, 




MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



OUR GREAT OFFER. 

ENERGETIC workers for Social- 
ism are just beginning to real- 
ize the great possibilities in our 
attractive plan for spreading the gos' 
pe! of Socialism to the Henry Dubbs 
of the land. 

The army is already beginning to 
rally in the campaign to put a large 
number of "1914 Campaign Books" to 
work for Socialism, at the same time 
securing yearly subs for The Ameri- 
can Socialist. 

F. P. Atwood, Cross Lake, Minn., 
heads the list so far with a bunch of 
six names, six new subscribers who 
will get The American Socialist for 
the coming year. At the same time 
Comrade Atwood gets six "1914 Cam 
paign Books," which he promises to 
put to work immediately among his 
friends and acquaintances. In send 
ing in his list he says: 

"The following is my answer to 
'I am Working for Socialism Now!' 
for which I am entitled to six cam- 
paign books. The one I bought a 
few days ago is now in Iowa work- 
ing for the Cause." 

In the list we find the names of 
school teachers. Comrade Atwood 
hopes they will soon reach other 
teachers with the Socialist message. 

Comrade E. W. Nestel of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., sends in a list of three 
names and he gets three campaign 
books to put to work among the 
Henry Dubbs down in his part of 
the country. 

That The American Socialist even 
goes through the bars-of federal pris- 
ons is seen in a letter just received 
from D. E. Chapman, in the peniten- 
tiary at Leavenworth, Kan. He or- 
ders The American Socialist sent to a 
friend in Colorado for one year and 
pets a copy of the "1914 Campaign 
Book." "When you know I am a con 
\ict," he writes, "in the federal pris 
ors here, you will understand why I 
cannot comply completely with your 
offer." Exposures of conditons at the 
Leavenworth prison show that it 
ought to be torn down and abolish- 
ed forever and all the prisoners set 
tree. We hope oar comrade soon 
wins his liberty. 

Dollars are beginning to roll in from 
fomrades who are starting the 1916 
campaign by sending The American 
Socialist to two prospective Socialists 
and putting two campaign books a' 
work. 

We repeat our plan again for the 
benefit of those who did not get in 
touch with it in the two previous is 
sues of The American Socialist. We 
are offering The American Socialist 
for one year and the "1914 Campaign 
Book" for 50 cents. Do one of these 
two things: 

FIRST— Either send The Ameri 
can Socialist to one or more of your 
friends or neighbors at 50 cents a 
veat. For every sub sent in you 
o-fct a free copy of the "1914 Campaign 
Book," containing 334 pages of the 
Lest Socialist propaganda ever issued 
in this country. Put these campaigr 
books to work as a circulating H 
brary. 

SECOND— Or go out and get your 
friends and neighbors to pay 50 cents 
for their own conveision to Social- 
ism before the 1918 elections. For 
every sub you secure you will re- 
ceive a campaign book that you can 
i mediately put to work for Social- 
ism. 

You should need no further urging. 
Turn to page 1, cut out the sub- 
scription blank and get to work. Help 
build a big working class fighting 1 
machine for 1916! Help bring So- 
cialism now! 



Do Wowen Want The Vote? 



By HARRY W. LAIDLER 




NOTE. — Woman's suffrage was turned down for the ttae l«hw ^in . New Jersey 
by a majority of more than 50.000 in favor of the "antis." But this has dftly in- 
spired the women to greater efforts. Here is an article by Harry W. Laidler. which 
we hope will help win one or all of the three States of JNew .York. Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts, where this question comes up for decision Nov. 2. 

ff |F THE MAJORITY OF WOMEN demonstrate that they want iihe 
I franchise, I'll vote for woman suffrage, but not btherwfsej Only- a 
small minority are at present actively clamoring for votes for women. There- 
fore I shall cast my vote against the woman suffrage amendment." ; . 

That is the line of reasoning with which many opponents of woman suf- 
frage, including ex-President Taft, are constantly regaling the Tpiftlic in the 
present election. The argument is generally set forth with the air of final- 
ity assumed by those who are convinced that their position is unshakable^ 
and, it must be confessed, it has its appealing side. If one, however, calmly 
sits down to sVan the pages of history, he will discover tha't there is scarce- 
ly a case on record where the majority of a disfranchised group-has ever 
actively fought for the franchise; that it has been the militant minority 
who have forced the issue. , _ . 

In the United States, if manhood suffrage had not#been-jrranted »n4Sl the 
big majority of the disfranchised had expressed themselves in unmistakable 
terms, in all probability the majority of men employing the foregoing argu- 
ment (?) against suffrage would themselves still tee in the list of Voteless 
citizens. 

* * * * 

It is true that in Pennsylvania, in the early eighteenth century, groups 
of non-voters— "servants" and "great numbers of disorderly pe^sOns^-rttsed 
to lie in wait for the property owning voters as they pompously strutted to 
the polls and at times hurled sticks and stones and even billets of wood at, 
their dignified heads, as a protest against disfranchisement. Similar dem- 
onstrations took place in other colonies, but these manifestations included, 
at best, but a small minority of the non-voting populace. ; . 

In 1829, when *he question of extending the suffrage to white men of 
Virginia above the age of 21, irrespective of property ownership, was brought 
before the Virginia convention, Mr. Trezvant, one of, the delegates, set forth 
as a crushing argument .against the extension of democracy, the alleged fact 
that the men who didn't vote were well satisfied with their lot— the argu- 
ment strangely similar to that which is now being foisted upon an unwary 
public. "This government has existed^ for 50 years," declared Mr. Trezvant, 
"and under it the people have enjoyed happiness and contentment. In that 
part of the state in which I reside I have not heard any serious complaint 
touching the rights of suffrage. The people there, in this respect at least, 
are satisfied. Why, then, adopt this new qualification of the right of suf- 
frage, which, in my poor opinion, would put to hazard the best interests of 
the country, and even endanger the liberties of the people?" 

* ' * * * 

Probably this same argument was used against universal manhood suf- 
frage prior to its inauguration in all of the states. The women of today 
have, in all probability, a more definitely organized and more extensive 
movement in favor of suffrage than had the disfranchised male citizens 
in New York and Massachusetts prior to 1821, when the property qualifi- 
cations were removed; in New Jersey, prior to 1844; in Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, prior to 1845 and 1888, "respectively. 

Nor should it be imagined, as it often is by non-suffragists, that those 
women are opposed to the suffrage who have not in an active way ex- 
pressed their approval— who have not, for instance, joined suffrage organi- 
zations or marched in suffrage parades. 

When one contemplates the many subtle forces of custom, of tradition, 
of affection, of economic dependence which are keeping thousands of women 
silent on this question, and which, at times, are even inducing them to ap- 
pear to be opposed to suffrage, one marvels at the amount of active sup- 
port the suffrage movement has been able to command. The opposition of 
parent, of husband, of sweetheart, on whom Ihe woman is so vitally de- 
pendent for happiness or economic support; the long years in which woman 
has been victimized by the man-taught delusion that she, in some strange 
manner, is innately incapable of thinking clearly on public affairs, and that 
interest in such affairs is unwomanly, have been responsible for much of 
woman's timidity in expressing her innermost convictions on this subject. 
She has been and still "is, in a very real sense, intimidated by long years of 
man-made tradition. 

* * * * 

Again, even granting that a large majority of women do not wish to 
assume the obligation of citizenship, is that any reason why the active, ener- 
getic, intelligent minority should be deprived of that right? Is that any 
reason why the nation should be deprived of the mentality of large masses 
of women in working out the solution of the great problems now confront- 



ROLL OF HONOR 



Herbert E. Phillips of Chicago is one of the 
best workers for Socialism we have. He orders 
$10 worth of sub cards. 

The Socialists of Meriden, Conn., hare estab- 
lished a library and reading room. Good! 
Hut don't forget to carry the message of So- 
cialism right into the homes of the workers 
thru the distribution of literature and the 
circulation of books. * 

William A. Thatcher, of North Dakota, 
sends in $1 .for four sub cards, and says: 
"I hare been without The American Socialist 
for the last two months and want it again 
m I consider it one of the newsiest little 
papers that I can get to read. It gives facts 
that cannot be gotten anywhere else. There 
are some other parties that want it here and 
I will hare all the cards sold before I get 
them. You will find me sending for more 
soon. There is nothing that will help the 
cause like literature 'of this kind". 

Sophia Childress, of Magatine, Ark., wants 
The American Socialist for one year, saying: 
"I find that I cannot keep house longer with- 
out it. Please begin subscription at once." 
She also writes that Jennie McGehe, of Co- 
lorado, lectured on Socialism and woman suf- 
frage to good crowds at Magazine. She says : 
"She is a clear, forcible speaker, earnest and 
brilliant, and the gems of truth which fell 
from her lips held her hearers spellbound." 
More strength to our comrades in Arkansas. 

J. E. Fisher, of Attica, Ind., sends in four 
names and writes that, "Local Attica is on 



ing us? , 

Personally, in conclusion, I believe that woman suffrage will be a far 
greater blessing to those inactive sisters now opposing suffrage than it 
will be to the ardent suffragists. It will give them a confidence in them- 
selves, a dignity, a development which comes from grappling with public 
questions which' they, more than any other portion of the population, need. 
For the sake of those who opose suffrage, most of all, I believe that voters 
in the November elections should vote "Yes" on the suffrage amendment. 



again and going again". That's right! Keep 
going ! 

George W. Neidhardt, Jr., Long Island, New 
York, sends in a list of sir names and gets 
one of our pennants. 

L. S. Mastrude, literary agent of the Walla 
Walla, Wash., local, sends in four subs as a 
starter and declares, "I shall ding dong at 
the comrades until every one of them takes 
The American Socialist". 

Lists of 20 subs come from Annie M. Fitz- 
gerald, Tolleson, Ariz., and S. B. Nelson, Me- 
nomonie. Wis., and they both get the Socialist 
pennant and the souvenir knife. Who is 
n«t? William H. Jones, Martins Ferry,.-©., 
sends in 17 new subs and gets our souveenir 
knife. _ 

SOME OF OUR PREMIUMS FOR LISTS OF 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

OUR NOVELTY KNIFE for a club of 16 
subscribers at 25 cents each. A BEAUTIFUL 
SOCIALIST PENNANT for a club of 6 
members at 25 cents each. 

YOU CAN GET THff KNIFE AND PEN- 

YOU CAN GET THE KNIFE AND PEN- 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

The above are premiums that are proving 
most popular with our comrades.. Write for 
a SUBSCRIPION BLANK and during your 
spare time solicit for subscriptions and you 
will be surprised how many you will get with 
but tittle effort. 



Cause for Rejoicing 

By Willis Andrews 



L 



ET everybody be of good cheer 
For be it known that in the brief 
span of twenty years the votes 
for Socialism have increased from 
a paltry forty thousand to a million 
strong in the United States alone. 
And there is every promise that the 
hosts of freedom -and progress will 
go on growing by leaps and bounds 
People with their faces to the past 
«nd with no vision of the future some- 
times delude themselves with the 
thought that they can stem the on- 
ward march of civilization by their 
puny efforts at opposition. But such 
people are as vain and foolish as 
the fabled Mrs. Partington, who 
sought to SAveep back the tides of the 
sea with a broom. 



NOTE.— In this column there is traced, trom 
week to week,- the development of a typical 
Young People's Socialist League. The suc- 
cesses and failures are mirrored here and 
the chances are that you will find • some of 
your own here set forth. Each installment is 
practically complete in itself, but it is advis- 
able to follow the story regularly. 

GETTING THE PIANO, 
The advent of the piano brought 
a great boom in the, social spirit of 
the -league, and it also brought up the 
first really big scrap. 

In the first place, there was no 
"klimper-kasten" in the League Hall, 
and everybody realized that there 
ought to be. If thoy were to have 
an orchestra, one thing was certain: 
they had to have a piano. Until now 
they had been meeting and rehears- 
ing in the homes of different com- 
rades. But there were drawbacks 
connected with this, as we shall see 
At any rate, they . wanted a piano. 
The big question was "How to get 
it," and in its answer came the. squab- 
ble.,, 

Various ways wer? suggested to 
raise the money; all were good, all 
were to be used. Jim had noticed 
that the "little girl across the street" 
had not been going out much durinf? 
the TJast couple of months, and now 
he found out the reason. Peggy sur- 
prised the Yipsels by presenting them 
with a fine embroidered - pillow top. 
This was to be^raffled to raise money 
on' the piano. Besides this they were 
to have a dance to raise more cash,' 
and finally they were to borrow- or 
beg the rest. 

* * * * 
A piano committee was elected^ but 
they seemingly had charge of only 
thpse funds that were realized direct 
ly thru loans and donations. The oth 
ers, not being settled, as yet, were 
held by those in charge of the other 
activities. This led to an unfortu- 
nate misunderstanding and half-veil- 
ed charges of bad faith, dishonesty, 
bossism, and many other things that 
were really uncalled for. Jim here 
received his first lesson in forbear- 
ance, but it paid him well, for he had 
even greater need of it in later life. 
Then there was another bone of con- 
tention — the kind of an instrument 
to be bought. Some wanted a cheap 
one as soon as possible; others were 
in favor of holding out to get some- 
thing that all might be proud of. 
This also led to charges of personal 
interest, etc. It was truly a regret- 
table mess. 

Finally all funds were collected and 
turned over to a new committee with 
instruction to act as quickly as pos- 
sible just to get the affair over with. 
After some little hunting around, a 
comrade who was leaving town of- 
fered to sell his piano at a very rea- 
sonable figure, and this was accept- 
ed. 

After it was moved into the hall 
another difficulty was encountered. 
The members got so interested in it 
that they shirked everything else 
True, this could not be said of all, 
but there were undoubtedly some who 
did. They began to make it their 
policy to come late after the business 
meeting was over, but always in time 
for the social end. 

* * * * 
Everybody . could see that, this was 
most dangerous to the well-being and 
harmony of the League, so they tried 
to hit upon some plan to stop it. Fi- 
nally the membership committee was 
given another duty, that of watching 
for the shirkers, and unless a good 
excuse were offered a fine of 5 cents 
was to be levied on vhe late-comers. 
After some discussion it was decid- 
ed that night school, overtime work, 
illness l or pressing home obligations 
were to be the only acceptable ex- 
cuses. Al first there was violent op- 
position on the part of the shirkers, 
but the policy was laid down and it 
was enforced, so the tendency was 
soon corrected, and the penalty be- 
came unnecessary. 

Like most other fights of this sort, 
it was settled, and then again it was 
not. The specific issue on which it 
had been waged was dead, but some- 
thing of the davk-brown taste was 
still left, and the League did not seem 
quite the same "thereafter. In the ef- 
fort to remove this, Jim often puzzled 
and pondered as he worked. It had 
to be removed or at least counteract- 
ed, and this was a problem that he 
felt scarcely able to meet". 



investigation conducted bf the Unit 
«d States commissior.**n industrial re- 
lations. The "interestn'* want the facts 
suppressed and their publicity agents 
and lobbyists are busy knocking the 
report and crying for economy and 
retrenchment in all things to mak>} 
way for the proposed era of "pre- 
paredriess." President Wilson and his 
cabinet are credited with favoring the 
expenditure of $400,000,000 or the 
army and navy, and, as the deficien- 
cy has been steadily growing, all 
expenditures for purposes other '1 nan 
the war .game will be cut to the bone. 
It .can be taken for granted that the 
professional patriots, and all the big 
a r-3 munition manufacturers, ship- 
buil'di'ig concerns, bankers and oth- 
er profiteers, will wage the greatest 
looting . campaign that has e^er been 
known in- the history of this or any 
other country. Virtually all the large 
newspapers and magazines and most 
of the prominent machine .politician*, 
have been swung into line to aid in 
jamming thru the program of mili- 
tarism, so there will be ( little money 
left to be used in furthering the in- 
terests of the workers who produce 
the wealth and pay the P™e to en- 
gage in war orgies. 

Organization — Education — Solidarity. 

Director 



WILLIAM F. KRUSE 



To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to 'bring them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young Peopie's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept., 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Colored Cartoons 



ORGANIZATION. 

The plans for the Y. P. S. L. State Con- 
ventions to be held on Thanksgiving -day, Nov. 
25, in Boston, Mass., and Kokomo, Ind., are 
going forward rapidly. 

The Massachusetts delegates will meet in 
Rath bone Hall, 694 Washington street, Bos- 
ton. A fine program and dance has been ar- 
ranged for the delegates. 

The Indiana Convention will be held at 
the Y. P. ' S. L. Hall in Kokomo, and will 
probably last more than one day. They have 
arranged for a big masquerade ball and for 
a meeting at which State Secretary W. H. 
Henry and National Secretary Kruse are to 
speak. At least one session will be held in 
the Sipe Theater. The affair is attracting 
widespread attention in ooth capitalist and 
Socialist newspapers. 

The "Entertainment Program" plan has 
met with the general approval of the Leagues, 
quite a number sending in $1 toward defray- 
ing the expense, while others pledged a per- 
centage of all profits toward the same end. 
Every League should take action on the mat- 
ter. Every League member should consider 
himself personally responsible for the success 
or failure of the plan, .and material for them 
should be sent in without delay. 



N E W E D I T I O N — N E W P I CTURES 

A treat to young and old. A selection of Ryan Walker's best 
cartoons with the added attraction of colors. 

32 pages, (5x13 y 2 inches) of colored comic cartoons. 
352 inches of rollicking sure-enough fun. 

THESE ARE THE 

T^Tew Jk dLventuLves 
of Henry ll>iit>l> 

Thousands 4)f copies of Henry Dubb cartoons have been already 
sold. This is a new edition, with new pictures, in three colors. 
They make a hit as soon as seen. 

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, lectures, and to 
individuals. Every father who wants his son and daughter to 
comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this 
book of pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the .face 
of any grouch. Even the dullest mind can understand when 
taken in Walker's "easy-to-take" doses. 

Single copies 10c postpaid 

25 copies $2.00 postpaid 

100 copies $6.50 express paid 

SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 



ed to the uncompromising defense of 
the interests of the working classes, 
to the battle against war and to un- 
flagging effort for the freedom of the 
people, and the reconciliation of na- 
tions. 



About Our Lectures 



NOTE. — Suppose you were in the 
position of Organizer Jim, and you 
bad a league of this kind, what would 
YOU do to remedy it? Answers 
should be limited to 300 words, and 
may furnish at least the basis of fu- 
ture stories in the column. The next 
issue will be on "Song-books and 
Singing." . 



SOCIABILITY. 

Morgantown, W. Va., had a fine entertain- 
ment Oct. 9. Two plays, "Our Incomes" and 
"A Surgical Act," were produced. It gave 
a big boost to the League work. 

Circle Bronx (N. Y.) No. 1 recently ran a 
social evening conducted entirely by the girl 
members. "It was an eminent success and 
well worth repeating," writes the boy^ report- 
er. Wonder what the girls think. 

Moline, 111., finds its most interesting en- 
tertainments in the nature of Lunch-Box So- 
cials. After the supper is over they have a 
dance. They recently purchased a piano, and 
plan for a Hallowe'en Wiener Roast, admis- 
sion to be free and every member to bring a 
friend. They have a crack football team. 

THE LITERATURE CAMPAIGN. 

Just beacuse the 10Q,000 order has been 
completed is no reason why there should be 
any let-up in the work to be done. There are 
a number of Leagues which have sent in their 
orders, but which have, not yet paid for them. 
No leaflets are to be sent out unless paid for 
in full. Sample copies will soon be sent to 
all Leagues, so that they can see just what 
it is they are buying. And it will be a good 
idea to get the Socialist Party Local in your 
territory to include the Y. P. S. L. leaflet? 
in its regular distribution. If you will fur- 
nish some of the workers I am quite sure 
that they will be glad to do ,the other favor 
for you. Whatever you do, do it now ; liter- 
ature, if properly distributed, will double our 
membership during the next six months. Get 
busy, send in your orders, and send in your 
cash. 



'THE WAR HAS 

KILLED HIM" 

By Emil Vandervelbe 
In London Justice. 



K 



SMOTHERING THAT REPORT. 

- Washington correspondents contin- 
ue to report \hat in all probability 
the forthcoming session of congress 
will decline to print the report of the 



EIR HARDIE is dead. 

It is literally true that the war 
has killed him. 
The last time I saw him was at 
the Conference of London. 

He was very much changed since 
that historic sitting of the Interna- 
tional Socialist Bureau, when we were 
united with Jaures, with Haase, with 
Adler, and many others, in one last 
effort to prevent war. Six months 
had passed — six terrible months, 
w r hich had witnessed the fading of 
our dearest hopes and in which we 
had had the sorrow of seeing Inter- 
national Socialism itself split up to 
fight in two enemy camps. The shad- 
ow of death" was already on his brow. 
But he still kept his admirable seren- 
ity, and I shall never forget with 
y/hat loftiness of mind and with what 
moral authority he, as president of 
the assembly, succeeded in uniting 
our opinions, and in obtaining the 
unanimous voting of a resolution 
which affirmed -at once our opposi- 
tion to all war of conquest and our 
determination to restore Belgium to 
herself and to free France from the 
invader. 

Keir Hardie's whole life was devot- 



GREAT FALLS, Mont.— The local 
has signed up for the * Seidel-Kirkpa- 
trick-Walker course and the comrades 
are climbing on the band wagon. 

WORCESTER, Mass. — Comrades 
write that they haVe arranged for a 
big parade to meet Comrade Seidel 
and conduct him to the hall. Good 
opening for the conree. 

STATE LINE, Ind.— Comrade La- 
kin, in charge of the course, writes 
thut he wishes ho had a larger hall 
for the lectures. He has sold all the 
tickets and is sighing for more worlds 
to conquer. 

LANSING, Mich. — Governor Fer- 
ris and his party will attend the lec- 
tures. At least Comrade Gill, in 
charge of the course, has sold them 
tickets. He says they are going to 
make this course of lectures the best 
and biggest ever in Lansing. 

i: * * * 

LOCALS DOING SPLENDIDLY. 

Every local so far which has had 
the Seidel lecture has made good with 
the National Office on finances, hav- 
ing promptly made first payments as 
required by the contracts. 

Some locals have come in 'way 
ahead of time. Several to whom the 
definite ddtes have not yet been as- 
signed have made their first payments 
in full. Among these are Hanna, 
Wyo.; Ogden, Utah, and Hiteman, 
Iowa. These comrades arc getting 
into the game right. 

FORT DODGE, Iowa.— Sol Kahan 
sai<l the local was dead here, so he 
tackled the lecture course himself. 
He signed -a Amtract and 4s selling 
tickets hand over fist. 

* * # * 

MALEY-GOEBEL LECTURES. 
Every local of the Socialist Party 
received a circular letter this week 
in regard to the lectures by Anna Ma- 
ley and George H. Goebel. 

See that your local secretary reads 
the letter to your local. 

We are making an unusually good 
propositon to the locals. Your local 
cannot afford to miss it. 

About 90 locals so far have signed 
up for these Maley-Goebel lectures 
This is enough to insure the course 
The lectures will be given. They will 
start some time about the middle of 
January. 

But in order- to make the best and 
most economical use of the time and 
talents of- these comrades WE NEED 
ABOUT ONE HUNDRED MORE 
contracts. 

Every comrade who wants to stir 
up the natives in his community 
should see that' his lo?al signs up one 
of these contracts. 

-And if your local is too dead to do 
business, follow the example of sev- 
eral lone comrades s in other places 
who have signed contracts on their 
own hook and are having splendid 
success. 

Send in the contracts. 
And if you haven't received a let- 
ter with all particular?, write in and 
we shall see that you get them. 

The S&del-Kirkpatrick- Walker lec- 
tures are going* with a boom. Now 
for a big drive with the Maley-Goebel 
lectures. 

The terms are easy. Any local or 
any live Socialist can make it go. 



Socialist 
Watch 



This is something new in mo'de! 
and design. The cut shown here 
is exact size of the Fob — but of 
course does not dismay its beauty 
and uniqueness. The metal base 
is made of oxidired metal, with 
the emblem in tho center ir. col- 
ors. The strap is of good leather. 




Price, single fobs .$0.75 

One-half dozen , 3.50 

One dozen 6.00 

SPECIAL— Given^free with club of 
twenty subscribers to The Ameri 
can Socialist. . 



National Office Socialist Party 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago* 111 



Ouff Links 






One can show his loyalty in an 
unobtrusive way by wearing SO- 
CIALIST CUFF LINKS. The em- 
blem is the half-inch size, beauti- 
fully colored. 

Price 50 Gents 

Half-dozen pairs $2.50 

One dozen pairs 4.50 • 

Given FREE with a club of 12 
subscribers to The American So- 
cialist at 25 cents each. 



SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



THE COMING KINGDOM* 



Lincoln Phlfer's Great Book * 

Forecasted this war and another to; 
follow i%, thru an analysis of the old' 
law of periodicity ? on which tho; 
prophets of old replied. It is a schol- . 
arly analysis of the early Christian* 
ideal, the Kingdom of Heaven, show-; 
ing wherein it resembled and' where; 
it differs' from the Socialist ideal. « 
Nineteen "books," % chapters, 300 i 
pages. ? 
A Dollar Book for Fifty Cents: ^ 
"I have read The Coming Kingdom ;j 
j carefully two or three times. It takea£ 
a great hold oh me." — Comrades 
Kruke, Corning, -Nv Y. t 



Address: 

-National Office Socialist Party, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



